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HOLY SPIRIT PARISH
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Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians

The Assumption - ‘Success of the Grace of Christ!’

Dear Friends,

Itisn’t often that a Solemnity of Mary falls on or close to Sunday. The celebration
of Mary’s Assumption yesterday is fresh in our minds and an opportunity to
reflect on the great gift we have in Mary, Mother of Jesus.

When nations host the Olympics or the Commonwealth Games, we focus
if just for a brief time on the tenacity of the human spirit among the participants
in both victory and defeat. Even then, we cannot escape our history. During the
20210lympics in Japan, the 76" anniversaries of the bombings of Hiroshima (6
August) and Nagasaki (9 August) gave us pause to reflect on how our history
needs healing. Today, our world faces more challenges in the Middle East, Israel,
Gaza, Lebanon, Iran and Ukraine — to name a few.

Memories like these are not lost on the Church because we cannot exist
in a protected bubble aside from the events that affect people’s lives. The
proclamation of the dogma of the Assumption in 1950 by Pope Pius Xll, soon
after World War I, reflects this awareness and affirmation of the preciousness
of all human life. Mary, the mother of Jesus, had completed her human and
baptismal identity by being assumed bodily into heaven - a belief held by the
Church for many hundreds of years.

As our world struggles with the value of human life even now, the Church
proclaims Mary as a sign of the dignity of every human being, one ‘assumed body
and soul into heavenly glory’. The Assumption is an Easter Feast which promises
that each of us with our struggles and weaknesses, our joys and hopes will share
in the life, death and resurrection of her divine Son.

Devotion to Mary is important but it needs to bond us with the Mary
Jesus knew as his Mother, neither an idealised other-worldly being nor a woman
ground down by daily problems. Mary is a figure of hope in our day, one who
trusted God. Irish Scripture scholar Fr Kieran O’Mahony OSA offers the following
reflection on Mary’s Assumption:

‘While we are used to thinking of Mary as enjoying
exceptional privileges as a human being, on this
day what happened to her, being in God’s presence
as a whole human being, prefigures our future as
well. So this is a feast which looks backwards to the
grace Mary enjoyed, but also forward to our own
N future in God’s presence. We too, we believe, will
., | stand before God with all the saints, fully present
.| to God. Even if we cannot really picture such a
‘ future, we believe nevertheless in a God who loves
all that we are, our bodies, our relationships, our
history, our engagement in the real world.”

In these days, let us pray for her intercession using the titles that are most
special to us... and answer thoughtfully - ‘Pray for us.’
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First Reading
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7
I will lead the foreigners to my holy
mountain.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 11:13-15, 29-32
O God, let all the nations praise
you.

Second Reading
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
The gifts and call of God are
irrevocable.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of
the kingdom and healed all who
were sick. Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 15:21-28
Woman, you have great faith.

MASS & LITURGY TIMES

MASS
Mon & Wed - 7 am
Tues, Thu & Fri - 9:05 am
Sat (Vigil) - 6 pm
Sunday -8 am, 9.30 am & 6 pm
Public Holiday - 9:05 am

RECONCILIATION
Saturday, 5.00 to 5.45pm

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
First Friday of the month, 9:05 am

EXPOSITION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
First Friday of the month, 7:30 pm

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION
Second Friday of the month, 7:30 pm

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
1+ & 3«Sunday during school term
Vigil Mass on Sat @ 6 pm
& Sun Mass @ 9:30 am

FILIPINO MASS
First Sunday of the month, 11:30 am

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Anointing of the Sick by
appointment.

Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather.




HOLY SPIRIT PARISH—ST CLAIR

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND

lelcomie

We are a welcoming parish. No matter your
current status in the Catholic Church, family
or marital situation, past or present religious

affiliation, personal history, age,
background, race, color, or sexual
orientation—regardless of your self-
esteem—you are invited, welcomed,

accepted, loved, and respected by the
Catholic Community of Holy Spirit.

If you are not an active member of our
community, we encourage you to explore
what we have to offer. We serve the
community through outreach, education,
social activities, sacramental preparation,
and providing comfort to the sick and those
in mourning. In addition to our spiritual and
outreach organizations, you may be
interested in joining one of our many
liturgical ministries, such as Minister of Holy
Communion, Lector, Welcomer, or Choir.

To formally register, please fill out a form
that will be entered into our parish data
system (all information provided will remain
confidential). These forms are available at
the parish office or in the church foyer.

To learn more about parish life, you can pick
up a copy of our Welcome Newsletter
available in the foyer or visit this link on our
website

https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-
Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the People of God at Holy
Spirit Parish is to witness to and to proclaim
the word of God, and to pray and celebrate
the Liturgy in word and sacraments so that
we may be of service to others and form a
community of "one mind and one heart on
the way to God."

(St Augustine)

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of
Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to members who are
unable to participate because of illness or aging. For more
information and to arrange receiving the sacraments, contact Parish
Office at 9670 8222 or admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au.

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY

There is strength and peace that comes from when we pray for one another.
If you have a prayer request or would like to offer a Mass for a special intention, go
to: https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/mass-prayer-requests/
Please submit all names/requests no later than Thursday at 12 pm.

SICK: Judy Younes Scott, Andrew Boulos, Robert Bucholtz, Yael De Leon,
Ida Martirez, John Cassar, Michael Hay, Joe & Dot Gray, Julian Giuliano,
Steven Johns, Hayden Young, Janice Salmon, Alexandra Di Censo, Keith
James Doggett, Fr. Kieran O’Mahony OSA, Colin Young, C.A.C, Mikaele
Aukustino Paulo, Sarah, Fr. Jepser Bermudez, Corinne Cerdor, Elsa
Roberto, Georgio, Andrea Emilia Bernabey, Caceres family, Gustavo
Bardana, Marlow Bunagan, Jacek Mclaurin, Michael Walters, Joe
Duvall, Bindu, Colleen Brackett, Antonia Santos Santiago, Sam Chahoud,
Romana Cunanan, Michael Walters, Jacek Mclaurin, Monica Conroy,
Monica Conroy, Jai Arrow, Sheila Guttenbeil, Erlinda Marquez, Michael
Reid Cramer, Erlinda Marquez, Grace Grima, Dennis Robertson

RECENTLY DECEASED: Sam Uepi, Jumbo Navaratnam, Maria Cristina
Tanada Atienza, Allan Turingan, Lydia Nieto Espiritu, Irenea Plaza,
Florencia Lazaro, Rosalina DP Calindas, Adolfo J Santos, Apolinario
Ochoa, George Laffrey, Larry Hookens, Dionisia Columna, Doris Curme,
Rey V Cafiete, Maria Cristina Asuncion, Marcela Laurencio, Horrace
Herft, John Casha, Fr Eugene Stockton, Cynthia Alparito Sibog, Lourdes
Florido-Romana, Antonio Cortez, Victor Porterlli, Danilo Geronimo

DEATH ANNIVERSARY: Orvin Paranis, Beni Apikatoa, Sina Paulo, Leonie
Tepo Mata lotua, Feliciano Fernandes, Muthu Patrick, Antonio Santos
Santiago, Amanda Estrella Pena and Nancy Pereira Cunanan, Fe Uy,
David Joseph

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. Please
contact admin if you have an ongoing illness and wish to remain on the sick list for
longer than 4 weeks.

Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help on Zoom Every
Wednesday

@ 7:30 pm

Meeting ID: 896 9388 2850

PARISH COLLECTIONS & REGULAR CONTRIBUTION

If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you would like to
participate in the Regular Parish Contribution, forms are available for completion
in the foyer of the church or go to the link provided below. Please complete your
details and email it to accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or hand it to any of our
priests. Thirty (30%) of the collection is for the care of our Augustinian clergy and
the seventy (70%) is for the administration and maintenance costs of the parish.
Regular Parish Contribution Form and other ways to donate:
www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations

Donation by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
Account Name: Holy Spirit Parish St Clair
Bank: CBA
BSB: 067 950
Account Number: 000 005 78

Please enter your Surname and Initial as a reference.

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995
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Woman, you have great faith.

Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district
and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil” But he answered her not a
word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.
He said in reply, ‘l was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel” But the woman had come up and was kneeling at
his feet. ‘Lord,” she said ‘help me. He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.” She
retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her,
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.” And from that moment her daughter was well again.

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter

This week’s gospel provides a fascinating illustration of Jesus’ response to those in need. Jesus has travelled to the area of
Tyre and Sidon — part of modern day Lebanon. He was physically removing himself from the place of his very active ministry
and taking a break. When the Canaanite woman approaches Jesus and his disciples, she is an interruption; a nuisance.
Jesus is very abrupt with her. He tells her simply that his ministry is to the house of Israel —the Jews — and is not for her. But
the woman is persistent and again asks Jesus to help her. Jesus is even more abrupt and tells her that it is not right to take
the food of the children and throw it to the dogs. Through this use of metaphor, Jesus refers to the children of Israel (the
Jews) and to the gentiles and pagans — sometimes referred to as ‘dogs’ to reflect their lowly status in the eyes of the Jewish
tradition. Still the woman persists and turns Jesus’ metaphor back on him, saying that even the dogs get to eat the scraps
that fall from the table.

The woman’s persistence and faith pay off. Jesus is moved by her faith and through that faith heals the woman’s daughter.
Despite his initial abruptness and reluctance, Jesus responds with compassion to the woman’s request. It is as though she
needed to demonstrate that she was really serious and that she did in fact believe that Jesus could make a difference in her
life and the life of her daughter. This is an important story in Matthew’s gospel. This gospel was written predominantly for
Jewish Christians but this story reveals that the ministry of Jesus and the reign of God is open to anyone who believes.

Table Talk — Reflection Questions

1. Why do you think Jesus first responded to the woman in the way he did?

2. What turned Jesus’ attitude around?

3. What do you think the woman was thinking/feeling as she approached Jesus?
4. What message would the followers of Jesus have taken from this event?

5. What is the message of this Gospel passage for us today?

©

Greg Sunter Source: LiturgyHelp

2026 NATIONAL LAY CONGRESS
Hosted by the Friends of St Augustine and the Australasian Augustinian Province. Held only once every 3 years!
An opportunity community across Australia to gather, celebrate our faith, and grow deeply in our shared spirituality.
We will reflect on the election of Pope Leo XIV—the first Augustinian Pope—and dive into his vision for a better world.

Friday, October 9th — Sunday, October 11th, 2026 @ St Joseph's Centre, South Yarra, Victoria
Keynote Speakers: Stan Grant and Fr. Tony Banks OSA Total Cost: AUD $260.00 per person

For complete details, please check foyer or contact parish office.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to our National Co-Leaders:
Judith Duncan (0417 309 747) or Mary McCormick (0419 134 075).

We look forward to gathering with you in South Yarra this October!

E: admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au P: 029670 8222 W: www. holyspiritstclair.com.au




PARISH and AUGUSTINIAN NEWS

AUGUSTINIAN APPOINTMENTS 2027-2030

Augustinian Provincial Fr Tony Banks has advised that Fr Saju’s decision to return to India has been reviewed and
he will now continue in Parish ministry at Holy Spirit for the remainder of his appointment. This arrangement has
been endorsed by the Regional Vicar for India, Fr. Wilson Injarapu OSA. Ministry appointments for 2027-2030 for
the Australian Province are expected to be announced in October and it is anticipated that Fr Saju will continue

serving in the Province beyond 2026.
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Augustinian Formation Appeal - Forming the Next Generation of Augustinians

22" & 23" of August - Augustinian Formation Appeal supports the formation of young Augustinians in
Vietnam. Your generosity will help provide educational and formation support for the young men discerning a
vocation with the Augustinians and assist in establishing a permanent Formation House for their future formation. By

supporting this appeal, you are helping nurture a new generation of Augustinians dedicated to serving the Church
and God's people.

Please keep these young men and all Augustinian vocations in your prayers.

Donations over $2 are tax deductible. Please note that donations towards the construction of the Formation
House or programs in Vietnam are not tax deductible.

Thank you for your gene

4

rosity and support.
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" ! ' ORDER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

AUSTRALASIA PROVINCE

Augustinian Formation Appeal Dﬂsl?AAT'é .I'le
Forming Tomorrow's Augustinians E: s

with special focus this year on Vietnam.

- B i ¥ , Please give generously. 4

g St -
Building Faith, Forming Hearts, ¢ ¢ -nunm TODAY
| Serving ogether1 % = )

Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995



LEO XIV’S AUGUST PRAYER INTENTIONS: For evangelization in the city.

Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness, we find
new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community.
Amen.

PowerPoint Operators URGENTLY NEEDED

Thoo Lo 3
We all know that the slides at Mass are a very important visual aid. Jhm,zéé' ¥

is noth
However, without operators, we simply cannot have them.

If you are willing and able to assist, your Parish Community needs YOU!

Training will be offered to anyone interested in this VITAL MINISTRY! Please contact the Parish
office or speak with one of the priests after Mass if you feel called to help.
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SAFEGUARDING is EVERYONE’S responsibility

The Parish and Diocese of Parramatta take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. This
includes past or present forms of abuse. Safeguarding those who are vulnerable is part of the mission that Jesus Christ
entrusts to our Church. We all have a role to play in safeguarding those who are vulnerable.

If you have any concerns about someone’s immediate safety, or you suspect a crime may have or is likely to occur,
please contact NSW Police on Triple Zero (000).

Concerns about safeguarding in the Parish and the Diocese may be referred to our Parish Priest:

Fr. Percival Sevare, OSA
Phone: (02) 9670 8222
Email: pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au;

or directly to: The Office for Safeguarding and Professional Standards
Ph (02) 8838 3419
Email: safeguarding@parracatholic.org.

Information about the Diocese’s response and support for safeguarding children and vulnerable people is available at
www.safeguarding.org.au.

Thank you for helping keep our parish safe for all!

"What is prayer but the pouring out of our hearts to God?"
St. Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms, Psalm 62:8
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PARISH & DIOCESAN EVENTS - AT A GLANCE

18™ August Requiem Mass for
Apolinario Ochoa

At11am

19" August Requiem Mass for

Danilo Geronimo
Viewing at 1 pm followed by Mass at 1.30 pm

22" & 23 August Celebrating the Feasts of St Monica & St Augustine
Morning Tea and Fellowship after the 9:30 am Mass only.
Please bring a plate to share.

22" & 23 August Augustinian Formation Appeal
Collections at each Mass supporting the Augustinian Seminary in Vietnam.

23" August August Wedding Anniversary Blessing
Sunday 23" August 2026 at 9.30 am Mass
All are welcome to attend. Fellowship and celebrations after Mass. Please bring a plate to share.

24" August RCIA Information Evening
If you know anyone wanting to know more about Jesus and the Catholic faith (either as an enquirer or as a sponsor),
invite them to come along to the Pioneers Room on Monday, 24" August @ 7.00 pm — 8.30 pm.

For more information, please contact the Parish Office.

25" August Fr. Perci Returns
Fr Perci will return to Parish duties from Annual leave on 25 August 2026.

25™ August. — 22" September Emmaus Encounters / Intergenerational Gathering

New Dates: 25" August and 1°, 8" & 22" September in the Pioneers Room

KI DS C'orner «ee The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

THE HAIL MARY

USE THE WORD BANK BELOW
. ‘. TO FILL IN THE PRAYER

, Jesus. Holy

Mother of

Word Bank
sinners grace Lord fruit
Lord womb Blessed hour
pray death women

© St Leo the Great Catholic Church



NEXT WEEKEND: Observances for the week of the
21°* SUNDAY in 16" August 2026 - 20" Week in Ordinary Time, Year 2

ORDINARY TIME, Year A

Mon 17 August: Monday of the 20" Week in Ordinary Time

First Reading Tue 18" August: Tuesday of the 20" Week in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 22:19-23 Wed 19*" August: Wednesday of the 20" Week in Ordinary Time
I place the key of the House of Thu 20t August: St Bernard, abbot, doctor
David upon his shoulder. Fri 21° August: St Pius X, pope
Sat 22" August: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 137:1-3,6,8
PRI IR PARISH BULLETIN - DIGITAL COPY

forsake the work of your hands. If you wish to be added to our mailing list to receive a | |Please be mindful of

Second Reading digital copy of our weekly Parish Bulletin, along with||our neighbours — do
Romans 11:33-36 other important Parish news and updates, please not park across their

From him, through him, and in || email the Parish Office at driveways.
him are all things. admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au Also, do not leave

If you have changed your details, please email us with | valuables in your car to
your new details so you do not miss any important || avoid the risk of break-
information. ins.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on which
I will build my Church; the gates
of hell will not hold out against
it. Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 16:13-20
You are Peter, to you I will give
the keys of the kingdom of

heaven. Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to contact the
Parish Office prior to attending a preparation evening. Next Baptism
Cleaners: Group 4 (22/08) Preparation session is on 8" September at 7.00 pm.
Banners: GREEN Presenter — Michael Zammit.

Holy Spirit Parish St Clair e Erskine Park e Parts of Kemps Creek

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995 Diocese of Parramatta www.parra.catholic.org.au

Facebook Holy Spirit Parish St Clair-Erskine Park @®Holy Spirit Parish St Clair Family Ministry ®BASICGIFT (Youth Ministry)
Parish Office 5 Todd Row, St Clair NSW 2759 Postal Address: PO Box 103, St Clair NSW 2759
P 0296708222 E admin@holyspiritstclaircom.au W www.holyspiritstclair.com.au

Office Hours  9.00 am to 4 pm (Monday to Friday) Emergency after hours ONLY: M 0404 938 696 (NEW NUMBER)
Priory 3 Peter Pan Glen, St Clair NSW 2759

Parish Staff Parish Moderator: Fr Percival Sevare, OSA P 029670 8222 E pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Asst Pastor: Fr Dave Austin, OSA P 0296708222 E daustin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Asst Pastor: Fr Peter Tangey, OSA P 0296708222 E ptangey@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Asst Pastor: Fr Joseph Aresseril Jacob “Saju” , OSA P 02 96708222 E saju@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Admin Assistant: Joyce McMahon (Tuesday, Wednesday) P 02 9670 8222 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Admin Assistant: Sonia Sultana (Thursday, Friday) P 02 9670 8222 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Parish Bookkeeper: Mila Llamas P 0296708222 E accounts@holyspiritstclaircom.au (Mon and Wed)
SRE Coordinator (Catechists): Peter Moriarty P 0296708222 E sre@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Germaine Gil M 0451279934 E sacraments@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Safeguarding Support: P 0422 429 043 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au

Parish Council  Chair: Seaview Kama e Vice Chair: Peter Moriarty e Secretary: Trina Esguerra Cruz
Members: Andrea Bouche, Corinne Brooker, Deepu Thomas, Aaron Smith,
Fr Percival Sevare OSA, Fr Dave Austin OSA, Fr Peter Tangey OSA, Fr Saju OSA

Schools/College Holy Spirit Primary School (7 Todd Row St Clair) P 02 8886 3200 W www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au
Trinity Primary School (61 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek) P 02 8856 6200 W trinitykempscreek.catholic.edu.au
Emmaus Catholic College (87 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek) P 02 96708300 W emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Alease support the aavertisers hat Support us.

Heavenly Bateman | Complete [ RpITT

Celebrations Battersby | Legal. Business and Commercial Law
Celebrate a loved one’s life We invite members of the parish to Famlly Law

— Contact Michell e for— = take advantage of our legal services. Wills & Deceased Estates

Pre-Planning & Pre-Paid Funerals ) o
. Disputes and Litigation
P: 02 9623 6656 M: 0418 250 242 02 47315899 Criminal Law
: : bbcl.com.au
E: michelle@heavenlycelebrations.com.au enquiries@bbel comau Employment Law

J' ;“ Y l:
) .() R’ w Joanne Vella-Rydzewski
N ole 0481185 402
vallettafuneralsl@gmail com

Flowers
Birth <> Earth
Christening - Wedding - Funerals 10 Jane Street,
Blacktown NSW 2148
Contact:
Email: Ken_pix@outlook.com
(o:;%{].d?.?,ﬁm] All Suburbs 24 hours
www.flowerspot.com.au
Unit 10,10 B by Street : . 2 [ ,
Snclicn H.usn:;wyzml ( %wyarddta/mf& @W%&Z{ GZ(IMM’&/mfI@

02 9629 2756

Cathy

PAINTING AND | Mob:0418664861

DECORATING .
0411 839 644 - jlqyd@blgpond.net.au

Residential and Commercial Properties- Interior v
and Exterior Painting - Professional Advice - J e

References Provided - Fully Licensed and
Insured - Honest and Reliable - Free Ouotes . For orders, ContaCt Cathy @ ()‘41566{,%31

Pick up Address
26 Caley St
Ropes Crossing

Our parish is grateful for your continued support.
Please consider Online Giving

Support the Parish by signing up for online donations.
Setting up a one-time or recurring contribution is quick and
easy at https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations/

You can also donate via bank transfer:

Ak e Account Name:
infoaifesavergroupcomau 0450 044 279 Holy Spirit Parish St Clair

Bank: CBA
Seria (Subltarna BSB: 067 950

ecialising in Liturgical Stationery Account Number: 000 005 78

70% of the collection covers parish
running costs, while 30% supports
our priests and the Augustinians'
ministry. For assistance, contact Mila at ¥s%"
o m‘{ accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au. El
-C Thank you for your support!

E: admin@holyspiritstclair.com. P: 029670 8222 W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au
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