
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather. 

A S C E N S I O N  o f  t h e  LO R D,  
Yr  A  -  1 7 t h  M a y  2 0 2 6  

 

MASS 
Mon & Wed  - 7 am 

Tues, Thu & Fri - 9:05 am 
Sat (Vigil) - 6 pm 

Sunday - 8 am, 9.30 am & 6 pm 
Public Holiday  - 9:05 am 

  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 5.00 to 5.45pm 

  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
First Friday of the month, 9:05 am 

  

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT   

First Friday of the month, 7:30 pm 
  

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION 
Second Friday of the month, 7:30 pm 

  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
1st & 3rd Sunday during school term 

Vigil Mass on Sat @ 6 pm  
& Sun Mass @ 9:30 am 

  

FILIPINO MASS 
First Sunday of the month, 11:30 am 

  

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,  
Anointing of the Sick by 

appointment   

  

First Reading 
Acts1:1-11 

Why are you standing here looking 
into the sky? Jesus has been taken 

into heaven. 
  

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 46:2-3, 6-9 

God mounts his throne to shouts of 
joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

  

Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:17-23 

He made Jeus to sit at his right hand 
in heaven. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 28:19, 20 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Go and teach all people my gospel. I 
am with you always, until the end of 

the world. Alleluia! 
  

Gospel 
John 14:1-12 

All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I share a special quote from St Leo the Great, Pope from 440 to 461, on 

the Ascension: 

At Easter, beloved brethren, it was the Lord’s resurrection which was the 

cause of our joy; our present rejoicing is on account of his ascension into 

heaven. With all due solemnity we are commemorating that day on which 

our poor human nature was carried up, in Christ, above all the hosts of 

heaven, above all the ranks of angels, beyond the highest heavenly powers 

to the very throne of God the Father… 

Leo goes on to describe how our Redeemer’s visible presence has passed into 

the sacraments… and how, in a sense, Jesus is now ‘more present in his 

divinity’ to us. 

No doubt the disciples missed Jesus, yet they met the challenge of 

spreading the Good News of Jesus’ Resurrection among the people and our 

call to recognise the presence of Jesus in one another. Recall St Peter’s words 

last Sunday: ‘Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts’ – and the invitation in 

faith for us to reverence the Lord Christ in the hearts of others too, as they do 

in us.  

In the first few centuries of the Church, celebration of the Ascension as a 

distinct feast was unknown. While the ‘40 days’ has a broad theological 

significance, the actual dating of the Ascension 40 days after the Resurrection 

is found only in the Acts of the Apostles. Taking Jesus’ own words, we believe 

that he returned to the Father but the time and manner remain a mystery. It is 

quite possible that the Ascension occurred on Easter Day. Eventually, the 

Church accepted the universal observance of the Ascension which in some 

countries is celebrated on Thursday and is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

At present, we prepare to celebrate the Coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Trinity, and the Body and Blood of Christ – great realities at the heart of our 

Faith. Just as the Ascension was an important moment of growth for the 

disciples, our losses impact us when loved ones die or depart for a lengthy 

period. We wonder how we will manage without the intimacy of their physical 

presence – but, hard as it is, somehow we eventually manage.  

With Jesus, there is always something more, something new. When we 

‘let him go’, his presence in our lives becomes even more profound – in our 

hearts, in our neighbour, in the Body of Christ, in his Word, in the Eucharist – 

gifts shared.  

Recall the question of the two men in 

white to the apostles in Acts 1:10, ‘Why are 

you men from Galilee standing here looking 

into the sky?’ Jesus has returned to the Father 

but his living presence is here and now. What 

are we looking at? What do we see? 

 
 
 

Domingos Sequeira, “The Ascension,” ca. 1829 (photo: Public Domain) 
 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD - ‘Letting Jesus go!’ 
 

MASS & LITURGY TIMES 



 
 

 

  

We are a welcoming parish. No matter 

your current status in the Catholic Church, 

family or marital situation, past or present 

religious affiliation, personal history, age, 

background, race, color, or sexual 

orientation—regardless of your self-

esteem—you are invited, welcomed, 

accepted, loved, and respected by the 

Catholic Community of Holy Spirit. 
 

If you are not an active member of our 

community, we encourage you to explore 

what we have to offer. We serve the 

community through outreach, education, 

social activities, sacramental preparation, 

and providing comfort to the sick and 

those in mourning. In addition to our 

spiritual and outreach organizations, you 
may be interested in joining one of our 

many liturgical ministries, such as 

Minister of Holy Communion, Lector, 

Welcomer, or Choir. 
 

To formally register, please fill out a form 

that will be entered into our parish data 

system (all information provided will 
remain confidential). These forms are 

available at the parish office or in the 

church foyer. 
 

To learn more about parish life, you can 

pick up a copy of our Welcome Newsletter 

available in the foyer or visit this link on 

our website  
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-

content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-

Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
  

The Mission of the People of God at Holy 
Spirit Parish is to witness to and to 
proclaim the word of God, and to pray and 
celebrate the Liturgy in word and 
sacraments so that we may be of service to 
others and form a community of "one mind 
and one heart on the way to God."  
(St Augustine) 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of    

Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to members who 

are unable to participate because of illness or aging.  For more                 

information and to arrange receiving the sacraments, contact       

Parish Office at 9670 8222 or  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR  COMMUNITY  
There is strength and peace that comes when we pray for one another.  If you have 

a prayer request or would like to offer a Mass for a special intention, go to: 

https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/mass-prayer-requests/   

We ask that you please submit your prayer intentions a few days before your 

preferred Mass. 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. Please contact 
admin if you have an ongoing illness and wish to remain on the sick list for longer than 4 weeks. 

We are grateful to those who continue 
to financially support our Parish. 

God bless you! 

PA R I S H  C O L L E C T I O N S  &  R E G U L A R  C O N T R I B U T I O N  

If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you would 

like to participate in the Regular Parish Contribution, forms are available for 

completion in the foyer of the church or go to the link provided below. Please 

complete your details and email it to accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or 

hand it to any of our priests.  30% of the collection is for the care of our  

Augustinian clergy and the 70% is for the administration and maintenance 
costs of the parish.  Regular Parish Contribution Form and other ways to 

donate:  

www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations 

  

Donation by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

Account Name: Holy Spirit Parish St Clair  

Bank:  CBA    

BSB:  067 950       

Account Number: 000 005 78  
Please enter your Surname and Initial as a reference.  

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH—ST CLAIR                                                            PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

 

SICK:   
 

Judy Younes Scott, Andrew Boulos, Robert Bucholtz, Yael De Leon, Ida 

Martirez, John Cassar, Michael Hay, Joe & Dot Gray, Sandy Morrison, 

Julian Giuliano, Steven Johns, Hayden Young, Janice Salmon, Alexandra 

Di Censo, Emmanuel Spiteri, Sam Chahoud, George Chahoud, Keith 

James Doggett, Fr. Kieran O’Mahony OSA, Alan Demascus, Liam Banguis, 

Michael Omrad, Mitchell Dalgliesh, Vittoria Sultana, Rosemary 

Richardson, Matt Wills, Bretton Pierce, Geraldine Lawrence, Tony 

Teodoro, Fr. Peter Hayes OSA, Sarah, Jefrey Atienza, Joanne Attard, 

Fahed Naqui, John Cassar. 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Joseph Spagnol, Jesusa Villaestes, Dolores Delatado, Russell Pavey, Ann 

Barrington, Eva Vetter, Fr. Dermott Clinton, Stanley Rugg, Lisa Smit, Lila, 

Df, Tadeusz Ted Turek, Mary Grace Aguilar Felix, Marlon Felix, Fr. David 

Taylor, Angela Marfia, Russell Pavey, Peter Benjamin Pritchard, Sr. Brenda 

Mascarenhas, Fr. Jim Littleton MSC, Judith Kuestler, Louise Marie Banno, 

Mercedita Weaver, Arthur Brown, Louisa ‘Emily’ Rosales, Sr. M Rebecca 

Sampang ISSM, Maura Neeson. 
 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES:  
Annette Brackett, Remedios Buning, Patricia Creenaune Cook, Beni 

Apikotoa, Pamela Isacs, Ester Ravida, Elisa Viajar, dec. members of the 

Salmut & Gauci Families, Sofia Falcatan, George Herft, Christopher 

Thomson 
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And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age 

 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 

16    Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” 
 

Thought for the Day  
 

“We could ask how is the Risen Lord with us? The New 
Testament and the church tradition offer a rich array of 
“presences.” Christ is present in the neighbour in need, in 
created reality beautiful and awe-inspiring, whenever the 
disciples gather, in the word proclaimed, in the sacrament 
celebrated and through the Holy Spirit. Perhaps we do not 
always feel this presence, but the words of Jesus are a 
guarantee that no matter what is going on in my life or my 
community or my church, he is with us, our Emmanuel. 
 

Pointers for Prayer 
 

1. It is time for Jesus to return to his Father. He meets his 
disciples for the last time. His final words give them 
direction for their future. Perhaps you can recall such 
parting moments in your own life - leaving home, 
school, college, training, the death of a loved one. 
What was that like for you? Was there an occasion 
when words spoken then gave you direction for your 
future? 

Lord, inspire me to read your Scriptures and to meditate upon them day and night. I beg you to give me real understanding of what 
I read, that I in turn may put its precepts into practice. Yet, I know that understanding and good intentions are worthless, unless 
rooted in your graceful love. So, I ask that the words of Scripture may also be not just signs on a page, but channels of grace into 
my heart. Amen.  (Origen, AD c.184-c.254)  

2. Perhaps you can identify with Jesus in the story, when, 
as a parent, teacher, or in some other way, you sent 
someone on his/her way in life, knowing you would not 
be with him or her as in the past. When did the way you 
parted help the other to make his or her own way in 
life? 

3. Jesus told his disciples that although he would not be 
with them as he did in the past, he would be with them 
in a new way right through their lives. Have there been 
times when you were reassured by the love and support 
of another, even though s/he was not physically present 
with you? 

4. In parting with his disciples, Jesus gave them a mission 
for the future. Where, when and how did you get a 
sense of the meaning and purpose of your own life? 
How does that sustain you now? Is there any way in 
which that purpose ties in with the mission given to the 
eleven to make disciples of all the nations?  

5. Matthew’s Gospel begins by introducing Jesus as 
“Emmanuel – God with us” and ends with the promise 
of Jesus to be with his disciples until the end of time. 
That promise is also to us. What are the things that help 
you to be aware of the presence of Jesus with you on 
life’s journey? 

 

Prayer  
 

Emmanuel—God with us—we thank you that you are 
indeed always with us. Help us to find you and recognise 
where you truly are, and not just where we want you to be. 
Amen. 
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We are inviting Youth and Primary School Kids to join 
in a dance performance for our Pentecost Celebrations 
 

Practice Details 
When: Thursday 21st May 4pm 
Where: Holy Spirit Parish 
Dance Details 
Outfit Theme: Red 
Performance Time: May 24th after 9:30am Mass 
Contact Details: Karen 0423 974 801 
 

The Social Justice Commission will hold its annual 
collection of warm socks, gloves, scarves and beanies 
on the weekends of the 31st of May and the 6th of 
June.   New items only. The donations will 
be distributed to local agencies.    
A box will be provided at the back of the  
church. 
 

Pentecost Celebrations 
 



 
 

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid 
wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food. 

 

 
 

POPE LEO XIV’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” 

 

(1 Peter 4:10) 

This week in Our Parish Stewardship Program, we reflect on how we are called to serve others. 
Service is at the heart of discipleship. As followers of Christ, we are invited to share our time and 
talents to build up the Body of Christ in our parish and beyond. 

We have each received unique gifts from God – and every gift matters. Whether you serve visibly in 
a ministry or work quietly behind the scenes, your contribution builds a stronger, more vibrant parish and 
faith community.  

How can you use your gifts to serve others? 

• Are you good with people? Consider joining the hospitality ministry. 

• Do you enjoy working with children or young people? Perhaps our children’s liturgy or youth 
ministry is calling you. 

• Do you have a gift for music, organisation, gardening or technology? There’s a place for you 
too! 

At Holy Spirit Parish, we are blessed by the many volunteers who give of themselves so generously. We 
invite you to consider how you, too, can serve with joy. 

“Whoever wants to be great among you  
must be your servant.” 
 – Matthew 20:26 

 Using our unique and special gifts – our time, talents and resources – let us build a community of service, 
love and purpose – together. 

Learn more about Our Parish Stewardship Program and serve 
today: https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/stewardship/ 

 

Our Parish Stewardship Program: Living Our  Faith Through Service 

P: 02 670 8222 W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au E: admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 

Invitation to a Prayer Group: Reflecting and Praying with Pope Leo 
 

You are .warmly invited to join a weekly prayer group as we reflect on the teachings and reflections of  
Pope Leo XIV shared during his Wednesday Papal Audiences in Rome. 

 
 

These reflections offer rich spiritual insights and encouragement for our journey of faith. Together, we will 
listen, reflect, and pray as a community. 

🕊    Every Friday at 9:45 AM 
    Pioneers Room, Holy Spirit Parish 
 

All are welcome. 

 

https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/stewardship/


 
 

The Parish and Diocese of Parramatta take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. This 
includes past or present forms of abuse. Safeguarding those who are vulnerable is part of the mission that Jesus Christ 
entrusts to our Church. We all have a role to play in safeguarding those who are vulnerable.  
If you have any concerns about someone’s immediate safety, or you suspect a crime may have or is likely to occur, 
please contact NSW Police on Triple Zero (000).  
Concerns about safeguarding in the Parish and the Diocese may be referred to our Parish Priest:   
    Fr. Percival Sevare, OSA     

Phone:  (02) 9670 8222   
Email: pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au; 

or directly to:    The Office for Safeguarding and Professional Standards   
    Ph (02) 8838 3419   

Email: safeguarding@parracatholic.org. 
 

Information about the Diocese’s response and support for safeguarding children and vulnerable people is available at 
www.safeguarding.org.au.  

Thank you for helping keep our parish safe for all! 

SAFEGUARDING is EVERYONE’S responsibility 

  

" W hat is  prayer but  the pouring out  of  our  hearts to  G od?"  
St. Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms, Psalm 62:8  

PARISH NEWS  

HELP NEEDED:  The Social Justice Commission needs a 
 few volunteers to assist with the waste collection at the  

Pentecost Celebration.   
If you can help, please contact Chris Brenton on 0423058800. 

Wedding Anniversary Blessing 

24th May at 9:30 am Mass 

Everyone is 
welcome 

Funeral Notices 
Arthur Brown 

Tuesday, 19th May at 10.30 am 
and 

Louisa ‘Emily’ Rosales 
Thursday, 21st May at 10.30 am 
 

mailto:safeguarding@parracatholic.org


 
 

 

 

  

KID’S 
CORNER 
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Bishop’s Good Works Appeal 
Across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, people turn to the 
Church for care, hope, guidance and belonging. Through the Bishop’s 
Good Works Appeal, our Diocese supports vital ministries including 
Holy Spirit Seminary, Catholic Care, the Ephpheta Centre and the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. Over the coming weeks, this 
Appeal will support Holy Spirit Seminary at Harris Park, helping form 
the future priests our Diocese will need in the years ahead. Your 
generosity provides education, spiritual formation, pastoral training 
and safe accommodation for seminarians as they answer God’s call.  

 
Please give generously at  
parracatholic.org/appeal or scan the QR code.  
Thank you for supporting the future priests  
of our Church. 
 

 



 
 

 W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 
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N E X T  W E E K E N D :   

PENTECOST SUNDAY, 
Year A  

First Reading 
Acts2:1-11 

They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and began to speak in 

different languages. 
  

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 103:1, 24, 29-31,34 

Lord, send out your Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth. 

  
Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 13:3-7, 12-13 
In the one Spirit we were all 
baptised making one body. 

  
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts 

of your faithful and kindle in them 
the fire of your love. 

Alleluia! 
  

Gospel 
John 20:19-23 

As the Father sent me, so I send 
you: Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

Observances for the week of the  

17th May 2026, Year 2 – EASTER TIME 
  

 

Mon 18th May: Monday of the 7th week of Easter 
Tue 19th May:  Tuesday of the 7th week of Easter 
Wed 20th May:  Wednesday of the 7th week of Easter 

 Thu 21st May: Thursday of the 7th week of Easter 
Fri 22nd May:  Friday of the 7th week of Easter 
Sat 23rd May:  Saturday of the 7th week of Easter 

If you wish to be added to our mailing list to receive a 
digital copy of our weekly Parish Bulletin, along with 
other important parish news and updates, please 
email the Parish Office 
at admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
 

If you have changed your details, please 
send us an email so you do not miss any 

important information. 

PARISH BULLETIN – DIGITAL COPY 
 

Please be mindful of our 
neighbours — do not 
park across their 
driveways. 
Also, do not leave 
valuables in your car to 
avoid the risk of break-
ins.  

PARKING REMINDERS 

BAPTISM PREPARATION MEETING 
Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to contact the 
Parish Office prior to attending a preparation evening. Next Baptism 

Preparation session is on 9th June at 7.00 pm.  
Presenter – Fr. Saju. 

Cleaners: Group 1 (23/05) 

Banners: RED 

Holy Spirit Parish    St Clair  •  Erskine Park  •  Parts of Kemps Creek 
 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995      Diocese of Parramatta     www.parra.catholic.org.au 
 
 

Facebook Holy Spirit Parish St Clair-Erskine Park  ⚫Holy Spirit Parish St Clair Family Ministry ⚫BASICGIFT (Youth Ministry) 

Parish Office 5 Todd Row     (PO Box 103)     St Clair     NSW     2759 
  P  02 9670 8222     E  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au     W www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 
  

Office Hours   9.00am to 4pm (Monday to Friday)     Emergency after hours only:   M 0404 938 696 (NEW NUMBER) 
  

Priory         3 Peter Pan Glen, St Clair , NSW, 2759 
 

 Parish Staff Parish Moderator: Fr Percival Sevare, OSA     P  02 9670 8222   E  pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Asst Pastor: Fr Dave Austin, OSA     P 02 9670 8222     E  daustin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Asst Pastor: Fr Peter Tangey, OSA     P 02 9670 8222     E  ptangey@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Asst Pastor: Fr Joseph Aresseril Jacob “Saju”  , OSA P  02 9670 8222    E  saju@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Admin Assistant:  Joyce McMahon (Tuesday, Wednesday) P  02 9670 8222     E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Admin Assistant:  Sonia Sultana (Thursday, Friday) P  02 9670 8222     E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Parish Bookkeeper: Mila Llamas     P  02 9670 8222     E  accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au   (Mon and Wed) 
SRE Coordinator (Catechists): Peter Moriarty     P  02 9670 8222     E  sre@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Sacramental Coordinator: Germaine Gil     M  0451 279 934     E  sacraments@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Safeguarding Support:  P  0422 429 043 E  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
 

Parish Council Chair: Seaview Kama    •   Vice Chair: Peter Moriarty   •   Secretary:  Trina Esguerra Cruz 
Members: Andrea Bouche, Corinne Brooker, Deepu Thomas, Aaron Smith, 
Fr Percival Sevare OSA, Fr Dave Austin OSA, Fr Peter Tangey OSA, Fr Saju OSA 

  

Schools/College Holy Spirit Primary School (7 Todd Row St Clair)  P 02 8886 3200   W www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au 
   Trinity Primary School (61 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek)     P  02 8856 6200    W trinitykempscreek.catholic.edu.au 
   Emmaus Catholic College (87 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek)    P  02 9670 8300    W  emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
Please support the advertisers that support us.  

For orders, contact Cathy @ 0418 664 861 

  

Support the Parish by signing up for online donations. 
Setting up a one-time or recurring contribution is quick and 
easy at https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations/ 
 
You can also donate via bank transfer: 
 

 Account Name:  
 Holy Spirit Parish St Clair   
 Bank: CBA   
 BSB: 067 950   
 Account Number: 000 005 78  
  

70% of the collection covers parish  
running costs, while 30% supports  
our priests and the Augustinians'  
ministry. For assistance, Mila at  
 accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au.  
Thank you for your support!  

Our parish is grateful for your continued support.  
Please consider Online Giving 

P: 02 9623 6656          M: 0418 250 242 

E:  michelle@heavenlycelebrations.com.au 

  

186 Queen Street (Star Arcade), St Marys NSW 2760 

P: 02 670 8222 E: admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 
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mailto:michelle@heavenlycelebrations.com.au

