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Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather. 

S U N DAY  o f  t h e  
R E S U R R E CT I O N ,  Ye a r  A  

2 9 t h  M a r c h  2 0 2 6  

 

MASS 
Mon & Wed  - 7 am 

Tues, Thu & Fri - 9:05 am 
Sat (Vigil) - 6 pm 

Sunday - 8 am, 9.30 am & 6 pm 
Public Holiday  - 9:05 am 

  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 5.00 to 5.45pm 

  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
First Friday of the month, 9:05 am 

  

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT   

First Friday of the month, 7:30 pm 
  

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION 
Second Friday of the month, 7:30 pm 

  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
1st & 3rd Sunday during school term 

Vigil Mass on Sat @ 6 pm  
& Sun Mass @ 9:30 am 

  

FILIPINO MASS 
First Sunday of the month, 11:30 am 

  

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,  
Anointing of the Sick by 

appointment   

  

First Reading 
Acts 10:34, 37-43 

We have eaten and drunk with him 
after his resurrection from the dead. 

  

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad. 

  

Second Reading 
Colossians 3:1-4 

Look for the things that are in 
heaven, where Christ is. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ has become our paschal 
sacrifice. Alleluia! 

  

Gospel 
John 20:1-9 

The teaching of scripture is that he 
must rise from the dead. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Easter proclaims to us a truth that the world longs to hear:  
hope is stronger than fear, love is stronger than sin, and life is stronger than 
death. 

The empty tomb is not just a sign of what happened long ago—it is a promise for 
us today. In a world marked by uncertainty, suffering, and division, the Risen 
Christ stands among us and says: “Do not be afraid”. Even amid conflicts—
whether global or domestic—the Risen Jesus comes to us and says: “Peace be 
with you”. 

Pope Leo XIV reminds us that “the peace of the risen Jesus is unarmed; His was 
an unarmed struggle in the midst of concrete historical, political and social 
circumstances.” In a time when we are confronted by the threats of conflict and 
its painful consequences, the Holy Father calls us to rediscover and live a peace 
that is truly of Christ—a “disarmed, unarmed peace”. 

This peace is not imposed by force, but offered through love, mercy, and self-
giving. It is a peace that must be lived, cultivated, and protected in our hearts, in 
our homes, and in our communities. For as he warns, “when peace is not a reality 
that is lived, cultivated and protected, then aggression spreads into domestic and 
public life.” 

This message resonates deeply with the wisdom of Saint Augustine of Hippo, who 
reflected profoundly on the Resurrection and the peace it brings. Augustine 
reminds us that the Risen Christ still bears His wounds—not as signs of defeat, 
but as doors of mercy. Through these wounds, Christ heals the wounds of sin 
within us. The Resurrection, then, is not only victory over death—it is the healing 
of humanity, the restoration of peace within the human heart. 

Easter invites us not to remain at the tomb, looking for what is past. Instead, we 
are called to move forward as the disciples did— 

 

from fear to courage, 
from doubt to faith, 
from silence to joyful witness. 
 

On behalf of my brother Augustinians—Frs. Peter, Dave, and Saju— I encourage each 

one of us to receive this Easter gift of peace, Christ’s unarmed peace, and to become its 

bearers. In our families, may we choose understanding over anger. In our parish, may 

we deepen communion and charity. In our world, may we witness to hope, even in the 

face of difficulty. 

May this Easter renew our hearts, strengthen our faith, and send us forth as bearers of 

hope and instruments of Christ’s peace. For indeed, as Saint Augustine of Hippo 

reminds us: “We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song!” 

Grateful to you all, 

Fr. Perci 

Christ is risen—He is truly risen! Alleluia! 

MASS & LITURGY TIMES 



 
 

 

  

We are a welcoming parish. No matter 

your current status in the Catholic Church, 

family or marital situation, past or present 

religious affiliation, personal history, age, 

background, race, color, or sexual 

orientation—regardless of your self-

esteem—you are invited, welcomed, 

accepted, loved, and respected by the 

Catholic Community of Holy Spirit. 
 

If you are not an active member of our 

community, we encourage you to explore 

what we have to offer. We serve the 

community through outreach, education, 

social activities, sacramental preparation, 

and providing comfort to the sick and 

those in mourning. In addition to our 

spiritual and outreach organizations, you 
may be interested in joining one of our 

many liturgical ministries, such as 

Minister of Holy Communion, Lector, 

Welcomer, or Choir. 
 

To formally register, please fill out a form 

that will be entered into our parish data 

system (all information provided will 
remain confidential). These forms are 

available at the parish office or in the 

church foyer. 
 

To learn more about parish life, you can 

pick up a copy of our Welcome Newsletter 

available in the foyer or visit this link on 

our website  
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-

content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-

Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
  

The Mission of the People of God at Holy 
Spirit Parish is to witness to and to 
proclaim the word of God, and to pray and 
celebrate the Liturgy in word and 
sacraments so that we may be of service to 
others and form a community of "one mind 
and one heart on the way to God."  
(St Augustine) 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of    

Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to members who 

are unable to participate because of illness or aging.  For more                 

information and to arrange receiving the sacraments, contact       

Parish Office at 9670 8222 or  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR  COMMUNITY  
There is strength and peace that come when we pray for one another.  If you have a 

prayer request or would like to offer a Mass for a special intention, go to: 

https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/mass-prayer-requests/   

We ask that you please submit your prayer intentions a few days before your 

preferred Mass. 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. Please contact 
admin if you have an ongoing illness and wish to remain on the sick list for longer than 4 weeks. 

We are grateful to those who continue 
to financially support our Parish. 

God bless you! 

PA R I S H  C O L L E C T I O N S  &  R E G U L A R  C O N T R I B U T I O N  

If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you would 

like to participate in the Regular Parish Contribution, forms are available for 

completion in the foyer of the church or go to the link provided below. Please 

complete your details and email it to accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or 

hand it to any of our priests.  30% of the collection is for the care of our  

Augustinian clergy and the 70% is for the administration and maintenance 
costs of the parish.  Regular Parish Contribution Form and other ways to 

donate:  

www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations 

  

Donation by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

Account Name: Holy Spirit Parish St Clair  

Bank:  CBA    

BSB:  067 950       

Account Number: 000 005 78  
Please enter your Surname and Initial as a reference.  

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH—ST CLAIR                                                            PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

SICK:   
Judy Younes Scott, Andrew Boulos, Robert Bucholtz, Yael De Leon, 

Ida Martirez, John Cassar, Michael Hay, Joe & Dot Gray, Julian 

Giuliano, Steven Johns, Hayden Young, Janice Salmon, Alexandra 

Di Censo, Emmanuel Spiteri, Sam Chahoud, George Chahoud, Keith 

James Doggett, Anna, Julius Seares Cañete, Tess Cadayong 

Pedralba, Glenda, Ashley and Alan, Maura Barnaville, Rosemary 

Richardson, Vincent Rodrigues, Emmett McHleenan, Romana 

Cunanan 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
Juanito Banan, Lydia Cavey, Mario Borg, Juanito Reyes, Colleen 

Lobo Fr. John McCall OSA, Audrey Fernandez, Mary Delphine 

Ferreira, Julian Ereno, Marlon Felix, Salvacion Navarro, Josefina 

Siazon, George Higgins, Manuel Marquez, Ġiġa, Constance, Patricia 

Ficcara, Gabriel Santos, 

 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES:  
Peter Cook, Jack Moriarty, Sellie Becker, Argyna Santiago, Shane 

Tabone, Arthur Arendse, Bernadette Stevens, Peter Benjamin 

Pritchard, Amelita Columna, Isobel & Joseph Rebeiro, Tony Pinto, 

Nestor Pena, Rita Lacanilao, Ernesto Cunanan Sr, Jose Piedraverde, 

Catalino Tinga, 

 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995 

https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf
mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au
http://www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donationss


 
 

 

  

On the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

 
Gospel: John 20:1-9 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 
stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” 
3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which 
means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to 
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 

Lord, inspire me to read your Scriptures and to meditate upon them day and night. I beg you to give me real understanding of what 
I read, that I in turn may put its precepts into practice. Yet, I know that understanding and good intentions are worthless, unless 
rooted in your graceful love. So I ask that the words of Scripture may also be not just signs on a page, but channels of grace into my 
heart. Amen.  (Origen, AD c.184-c.254)  

 

Thought for the Day  
 

Traditionally, we have found it easy to think of the cross 
as the measure of God’s love for us. Because of the focus 
on the cross, we find it more difficult to think of the 
resurrection as also the love of God, perhaps “all the 
more so”! The originality of the Fourth Gospel says it all: 
the disciple Jesus loved, the head cloth recalling Lazarus 
(see how much he loved him) and, not least, the great 
figure of Mary Magdalene (Mary!). In summary, Jesus 
died and rose again for love of us. Let us be loved! 
 

 

Pointers for Prayer 
 

1. The disciples are in a state of shock after their 
traumatic loss. Jesus, the one in whom they had 
placed so much hope, has been murdered and 
buried. Then, before they have time to recover they 
get another shock. The body of Jesus is missing. Have 
you had experiences in which one tragedy or crisis 
follows quickly after another? What was that like for 
you? How did you cope? Who, or what, sustained 
you?  

2. Mary and Peter, and the other disciple, came and 
discovered that the tomb was empty. In this text no 
explanation is given. They are left in a state of 
bewilderment ‘for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead’. Have you 
been in situations, faced with events you cannot 
explain, possibly events that have dashed your hopes 
in another person, or in God? What has that been like 
for you?  

3. Yet in spite of the lack of explanation, the beloved 
disciple ‘saw and believed’. Have there been times 
when others have done something that you could not 
understand, and which they could not explain at the 
time, and yet you believed that all was not as it 
seemed; times when you decided to trust in spite of 
the evidence? Have there been times when others 
have shown this kind of faith in you, when you were 
not able to offer satisfactory explanations, and all you 
could say was ‘trust me’?  

4. Have there been times in your relationship with God 
when you have felt that you were faced with an 
empty tomb, and still you believed? What have you 
learned about life, about love, from such 
experiences? 
 

Prayer  
 

Loving God, you love us more than we can imagine or 
take in. Help us to allow ourselves to be so loved by you, 
that your love may penetrate our hearts, our lives and 
our loves. We ask this through Jesus, who died and rose 
for love of us and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

POPE LEO XIV’S INTENTIONS 

The Parish and Diocese of Parramatta take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. This 
includes past or present forms of abuse. Safeguarding those who are vulnerable is part of the mission that Jesus Christ 
entrusts to our Church. We all have a role to play in safeguarding those who are vulnerable.  
If you have any concerns about someone’s immediate safety, or you suspect a crime may have or is likely to occur, 
please contact NSW Police on Triple Zero (000).  
Concerns about safeguarding in the Parish and the Diocese may be referred to our Parish Priest:   
    Fr. Percival Sevare, OSA     
    Ph (02) 9670 8222   

Email: pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au; 
or directly to:    The Office for Safeguarding and Professional Standards   
    Ph (02) 8838 3419   

Email: safeguarding@parracatholic.org. 
 

Information about the Diocese’s response and support for safeguarding children and vulnerable people is available at 
www.safeguarding.org.au.  

Thank you for helping keep our parish safe for all! 

SAFEGUARDING is EVERYONE’S responsibility 

Funeral Notice – Thursday, 9th April 

Mary Delphine Ferreira 
Requiem Mass at 11 am 

P: 02 670 8222 E: admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 

Anointing of the Sick Mass 
Please note that the Anointing of the Sick Mass will be held 

on Friday, 10 April 2026 
All parishioners who are elderly, seriously ill, preparing for 

surgery, or experiencing health issues are warmly invited to 
receive this sacrament of healing and strength. 

 

PARISH NEWS 

Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find 
the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with 

understanding and prayer. 

 

The Easter edition of the Augustinian Magazine is now 
available. Please take a copy. This issue features an 
article on the journey of our catechumens in the RCIA. 

Happy Easter! Alleluia! 
From Fr Percival, Fr Peter, Fr Dave & Fr Saju 

May the joy of the Risen Christ fill your hearts with peace, hope, and new life. 
We keep you and your loved ones in our prayers this Easter. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to the members of our parish who have been fully initiated into the Church through 
the reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist.  
We continue to keep them in our prayers as they grow in faith and deepen their relationship with Christ.  A 
heartfelt thank you to all who journeyed with them, especially our RCIA and RCIC teams, for their 
dedication, support, and witness. 
 

mailto:safeguarding@parracatholic.org


 
 

    
AUGUSTINIAN NEWS 

"What is prayer but the pouring out of our hearts to God?" 
St. Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms, Psalm 62:8  

𝗣𝗥𝗜𝗢𝗥 𝗣𝗥𝗢𝗩𝗜𝗡𝗖𝗜𝗔𝗟 ELECT (2026–2030) 

We are pleased to share that Fr Anthony Banks OSA has been elected Prior Provincial of the  

Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel–Australasia. 

His election will be formally confirmed at the Provincial Chapter this June. We warmly  

congratulate Fr Tony and assure him of our prayers and support as he takes on this important 

responsibility in service of the Province and the wider Church.  
 

We also thank him for his generosity in accepting this call to serve the Province. 

 



 
 

 

  

KIDS 
CORNER 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995 

Jesus is RISEN 
HAPPY EASTER! 

Draw a picture of yourself sharing the news with your 
friends about Jesus’ Easter Story! 



 
 

 W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 

 

 

  

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995 

N E X T  W E E K E N D :   

SUNDAY of the 
RESURRECTION  

Year A  First Reading 
Acts 2:42-47 

The faithful lived together and 
owned everything in common. 

  
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 117:2-4,3-15, 22-24 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is 

good, his love is everlasting. 
  

Second Reading 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

He has given us a new birth as his 
children, by raising Jesus Christ 

from the dead. 
  

Gospel Acclamation 
John 20:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You believe in me, Thomas, 
because you have seen me; 

happy those who have not seen 
me but still believe! 

Alleluia! 
  

Gospel 
John 20:19-31 

After eight days Jesus came in 
and stood among them. 

Observances for the week of the  

5th April 2026, year 2 – EASTER TIME 
  

Mon 6th April:  MONDAY within the Octave of Easter 
Tue 7th April:   TUESDAY within the Octave of Easter 
Wed 8th April:  WEDNESDAY within the Octave of Easter 

 Thu 9th April: THURSDAY within the Octave of Easter 
Fri 10th April:  FRIDAY within the Octave of Easter 
Sat 11th April:  SATURDAY within the Octave of Easter 

If you wish to be added to our mailing list to receive a 
digital copy of our weekly Parish Bulletin, along with 
other important parish news and updates, please 
email the Parish Office 
at admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
 

If you have changed your details, please send us 
an email so you do not miss any important 

information. 

PARISH BULLETIN – DIGITAL COPY 

 

Please be mindful of our 
neighbours — do not 
park across their 
driveways. 
Also, do not leave 
valuables in your car to 
avoid the risk of break-
ins.  

PARKING REMINDERS 

BAPTISM PREPARATION MEETING 
Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to contact the 
Parish Office prior to attending a preparation evening. Next Baptism 

Preparation session is on April 14th at 7.00 pm.  
Presenter – Lisa-Marie Madigan. 

Cleaners: Group 5 (11/04) 

Banners: WHITE 

Holy Spirit Parish    St Clair  •  Erskine Park  •  Parts of Kemps Creek 
 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995      Diocese of Parramatta     www.parra.catholic.org.au 
 
 

Facebook Holy Spirit Parish St Clair-Erskine Park  ⚫Holy Spirit Parish St Clair Family Ministry ⚫BASICGIFT (Youth Ministry) 

Parish Office 5 Todd Row     (PO Box 103)     St Clair     NSW     2759 
  P  02 9670 8222     E  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au     W www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 
  

Office Hours   9.00am to 4pm (Monday to Friday)     Emergency after hours only:   M 0404 938 696 (NEW NUMBER) 
  

Priory         3 Peter Pan Glen, St Clair , NSW, 2759 
 

 Parish Staff Parish Moderator: Fr Percival Sevare, OSA     P  02 9670 8222   E  pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Asst Pastor: Fr Dave Austin, OSA     P 02 9670 8222     E  daustin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Asst Pastor: Fr Peter Tangey, OSA     P 02 9670 8222     E  ptangey@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Asst Pastor: Fr Joseph Aresseril Jacob “Saju”  , OSA P  02 9670 8222    E  saju@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Admin Assistant:  Joyce McMahon (Tuesday, Wednesday) P  02 9670 8222     E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Admin Assistant:  Sonia Sultana (Thursday, Friday) P  02 9670 8222     E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Parish Bookkeeper: Mila Llamas     P  02 9670 8222     E  accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au   (Mon and Wed) 
SRE Coordinator (Catechists): Peter Moriarty     P  02 9670 8222     E  sre@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Sacramental Coordinator: Germaine Gil     M  0451 279 934     E  sacraments@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Safeguarding Support: Carol Vella P  0422 429 043 E  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
 

Parish Council Chair: Seaview Kama    •   Vice Chair: Peter Moriarty   •   Secretary:  Dominic Dimech 
Members: Michael Paulo,  Andrea Bouche, Trina Esguerra Cruz, Corinne Brooker, Deepu Thomas, Aaron Smith, 
Fr Percival Sevare OSA, Fr Dave Austin OSA, Fr Peter Tangey OSA, Fr Saju OSA 

  

Schools/College Holy Spirit Primary School (7 Todd Row St Clair)  P 02 8886 3200   W www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au 
   Trinity Primary School (61 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek)     P  02 8856 6200    W trinitykempscreek.catholic.edu.au 
   Emmaus Catholic College (87 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek)    P  02 9670 8300    W  emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au 

  

 

mailto:admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
http://www.parra.catholic.org.au/
mailto:admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
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mailto:sre@holyspiritstclair.com.au
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
Please support the advertisers that support us.  

For orders, contact Cathy @ 0418 664 861 

  

Support the Parish by signing up for online donations. 
Setting up a one-time or recurring contribution is quick and 
easy at https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations/ 
 
You can also donate via bank transfer: 
 

 Account Name:  
 Holy Spirit Parish St Clair   
 Bank: CBA   
 BSB: 067 950   
 Account Number: 000 005 78  
  

70% of the collection covers parish  
running costs, while 30% supports  
our priests and the Augustinians'  
ministry. For assistance, Mila at  
 accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au.  
Thank you for your support!  

Our parish is grateful for your continued support.  
Please consider Online Giving 

P: 02 9623 6656          M: 0418 250 242 

E:  michelle@heavenlycelebrations.com.au 

  

186 Queen Street (Star Arcade), St Marys NSW 2760 

P: 02 670 8222 E: admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au W: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 

mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:michelle@heavenlycelebrations.com.au

