
 

 

First Sunday in Lent, Year A                                                                                                                         22 February 2026 

MASS & LITURGY TIMES 

Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather to celebrate our faith in God.   

MASS 
Mon & Wed  - 7 am 

Tues, Thu & Frid - 9:05 am 
Sat (Vigil) - 6 pm 

Sunday - 8 am, 9.30 am & 6 pm 
Public Holiday  - 9:05 am 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 5.00 to 5.45pm 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
First Friday of the month, 9:05 am 

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

First Friday of the month, 7:30  pm 
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION 

Second Friday of the month, 7:30  
pm 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
First & Third Sunday during school 

term 
Vigil Mass on Sat @ 6 pm  
& Sun Mass @ 9:30 am 

FILIPINO MASS 
First Sunday of the month, 11:30 am 

 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,  

Anointing of the Sick by 
appointment   

1st Reading 
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

The Lord creates man and the 
garden of Eden. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 62.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.1) 
Rest in God alone, my soul. 

 
2nd Reading 

Romans 5:12-19 
Jesus has atoned for Adam’s sin. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and active; 

it probes the thoughts and motives of 
our heart. 

 
Gospel 

Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus is tempted in the desert. 

Our Lenten Invitation –  
‘Listening and Fasting’  
(Pope Leo XIV) 
 
Dear Friends, 
One of the things Pope Leo does really well is 
to listen - so it’s no surprise that the title of his 
Lenten Message this year is ‘Listening and 
Fasting’. Many of us are acutely aware of how 
difficult listening can be – especially the times we eagerly wait for 
the other to finish what they’re saying so we can have our say! 

 The heart of Prayer must be listening if we are to grow in our 
relationship with God…. worth thinking about if we are to hear what 
the Lord has to say to us, worth thinking about as we reflect on our 
own practice of prayer where words often dominate. Might we con-
sider trying some different forms of prayer this Lent – perhaps with 
fewer words. 

Let’s see what Pope Leo has to say…. He begins with a beautiful 
image of the Church inviting us to ‘place the mystery of God back in 
the centre of our lives’ during Lent. The Church is, ‘guided by a 
sense of maternal care’ – a particularly beautiful, pastoral image of 
the Church - lest our hearts be ‘consumed by the anxieties and dis-
tractions of daily life.’ 

 Our Lenten journey is about conversion and this involves, 
‘allowing the word of God to touch our hearts and welcoming it with 
a docile spirit.’ Leo reminds us about the relationship between the 
word, our acceptance of it and the transformation it brings about, en-
abling us ‘to heed the voice of the Lord and renew our commitment 
to following Christ.’ 

We are encouraged to make room for the word through listening. 
‘The willingness to listen is the first way we demonstrate our desire 
to enter into relationship with someone.’ Listening is a central theme 
throughout the Scriptures. What are we likely to hear? 

The Holy Father reminds us that, ‘Our God is one who seeks to in-
volve us. Even today he shares with us what is in his heart.  Because 
of this, listening to the word in the liturgy teaches us to listen to the 
truth of reality.’ The Scriptures, we are told, help us, ‘to recognize 
and respond to the cry of those who are anguished and suffering. In 
order to foster this inner openness to listening, we must allow God to 
teach us how to listen as he does.’ 

I suggest we try the prayer of stillness or quiet at some time this 
Lent. Next week, we’ll explore Pope Leo’s reflections 
on fasting.  
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We are a welcoming parish. No matter your 
current status in the Catholic Church, family 
or marital situation, past or present reli-
gious affiliation, personal history, age, back-
ground, race, color, or sexual orientation—
regardless of your self-esteem—you are 
invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and re-
spected by the Catholic Community of Holy 
Spirit. 
 

If you are not an active member of our com-
munity, we encourage you to explore what 
we have to offer. We serve the community 
through outreach, education, social activi-
ties, sacramental preparation, and provid-
ing comfort to the sick and those in mourn-
ing. In addition to our spiritual and out-
reach organizations, you may be interested 
in joining one of our many liturgical minis-
tries, such as Minister of Holy Communion, 
Lector, Welcomer, or Choir. 
 

To formally register, please fill out a form 
that will be entered into our parish data 
system (all information provided will re-
main confidential). These forms are availa-
ble at the parish office or in the church foy-
er. 
 

To learn more about parish life, you can 
pick up a copy of our Welcome Newsletter 
available in the foyer or visit this link on our 
website  
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-
Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Mission of the People of God at    Holy 
Spirit Parish is to witness to and to pro-
claim the word of God, and to pray and cele-
brate the Liturgy in word and sacraments 
so that we may be of service to others and 
form a community of   "one mind and one 
heart on the way to God."  
(St Augustine) 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of    
Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to members 
who are unable to participate because of illness or aging.  For more                 
information and to arrange receiving the sacraments, contact       
Parish Office at 9670 8222 or  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY  

There is strength and peace that comes from when we pray for one another.  If you have a prayer 
request or want to offer a Mass for a special intention, go to: https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/
mass-prayer-requests/ .  We ask you to please submit your prayer intentions a few days before 

preferred Mass. 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time.  
Please contact admin if you have an ongoing illness and wish to remain on the sick list for longer than 4 weeks. 

       HOLY SPIRIT PARISH—ST CLAIR                                                           PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

Want to receive the bulletin via e-mail? 

Email admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au Want to receive the bulletin via e-mail? 

Email admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 

We’re grateful to those who continue to 

financially support our parish. 

GOD BLESS YOU. 

P A R I S H  C O L LE C T I O NS  &  R E G U L A R  C O NT R I BU T I O N  
If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you 
would like to participate in the Regular Parish Contribution, forms are 
available for completion in the foyer of the church or go to the link provid-
ed below. Please complete your details and email it to ac-
counts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or hand it to any of our priests.  30% of 
the collection is for the care of our  Augustinian clergy and the 70% is for 
the administration and maintenance costs of the parish.  Regular Parish 
Contribution Form and other ways to donate:  
www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations 
 
Donation by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
Account Name:  Holy Spirit Parish St Clair  
Bank:  CBA    
BSB:  067 950         Account Number:  000 005 
78  
Please enter your Surname and Initial as a 
reference.  

SICK 
Judy Younes Scott, Andrew Boulos, Robert Bucholtz, Yael De Leon, Ida 

Martirez, John Cassar, Michael Hay, Joe & Dot Gray, Julian Giuliano, Ste-

ven Johns, Hayden Young, Janice Salmon, Connie Schembri, Alexandra 

Di Censo, Colleen Lobo, G ig a, Emmanuel Spiteri, Sam Chahoud, George 

Chahoud, Rosanna Armitage, Donald, Xi, Susie, Vladimir, Charles, Jona-

than Zulueta, Nicholas Hynis, William Mostert, Tracy Larden,  

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Violet Smith, Steven Cain, Brian Hedges, Renee Chahine, Ernesto Aa-

ron, Bernadette Gonsalvez, Geoff Parker, Adrian Liu, Andre Marquez, 

Mary Grace Aguilar Felix, Warrant Officer Med. John Barratt, Warren 

Uy, Mailyn Reyes, Eduardo Bautista, Jacquiline Robles Patanao, Aurora 

Aaron, Aida Maria Ventocilla Flores, Johann Holsingher, Douglas Perei-

ra, Arthur Jamelo, Robert Chahoud, Kogor Loos, Aurora Estoque Mon-

taos 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 
Rosita Malolas, Gloria Kho, Manuel Gauci, Eva Fenech, Michael Galea, 

Ethyl & Gordon Rose, Malcolm Howse, Elisa Viajar, Ester Ravida, Mary 

Spiteri, Catherine Gray, Pauline Carr, Audrey & Hermoine Fernandez, 

Paul and Josephine Grima, Douglas William Rodrigues, Otto Clemente, 

Mena Valladores, Urbano & Rosario Clemente, Edward Machado, Ben-

jamin Morales Jr., Rita Oliver, Bishop Bede Heather, Felix Canete Sr., 

Agnes Borg, Cajetan Gonsalves, Antonio Verri, Doris Anne Foster 

https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Spirit-Parish-Welcome-Newsletter.pdf
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/mass-prayer-requests/
https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/mass-prayer-requests/
mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au
http://www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donationss
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Lord, inspire me to read your Scriptures and to meditate upon them day and night. I beg you to give me real un-
derstanding of what I read, that I in turn may put its precepts into practice. Yet, I know that understanding and 
good intentions are worthless, unless rooted in your graceful love. So I ask that the words of Scripture may also 

be not just signs on a page. but channels of grace into my heart. Amen.   (Origen, AD c.184-c.254)  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER  
 
1. In today’s gospel Jesus is enticed to 

gratify his own needs, or to perform 
some spectacular act in public. He re-
jects the temptation because he choos-
es commitment to his mission and de-
pendence on his Father over any im-
mediate gratification. We can all be 
tempted to go for some immediate 
satisfaction...but is that where true 
happiness lies? Have you found that 
sometimes it can be more life-giving 
to say “no” to your immediate desires 
for the sake of some long-term goal? 
What are the goals, aims, values, 
which inspire you in this way?  

2. 2. One way of looking at this gospel is 
to say that Jesus went into the desert 
to face his demons. We all have de-
mons we need to face—compulsions, 
fears, prejudices, anger, and urges that 
lurk within. It is in facing our demons 
that we find a way to live a fuller life. 
Can you recall a time when you grew 
through facing a “demon” in this 
way?  

 
PRAYER 
 
Lord our God, in every age you call a peo-
ple to hear your word and to do your will. 
Renew us in these Lenten days: washed 
clean of sin, sealed with the Spirit and sus-
tained by your living bread, may we re-
main true to our calling and, with the elect, 
serve you alone. We make our prayer 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Ho-
ly Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.  

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11  
 
Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty 
days and forty nights, after which he was very 
hungry, and the tempter came and said to him,  
‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says: 

Man does not live on bread alone 
but on every word that comes  
from the mouth of God.’ 

The devil then took him to the holy city and made 
him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you 
are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself 
down; for scripture says: 

He will put you in his angels’ charge, 
and they will support you on their hands 
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: 
You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the 
devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’, he 
said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then 
Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him alone.’ 

Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and 
looked after him. 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
 
The temptations of Jesus are not at all temptations 
to this or that sin but rather fundamental options 
which matter for the direction of his life. Jesus 
was tempted in the course of his ministry to 
choose other ways of being God’s prophet, the 
Messiah or anointed one. In a less obvious way, 
we too can be attracted by choices which can 
shape the way our life unfolds. We ask ourselves, 
what do I live on? What’s my true goal? Where is 
my nourishment? The human, no less than the 
Kingdom, is more than food and drink. Only the 
Word of God truly nourishes and illuminates  
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Held on Fridays  
during Lent. 

after the 9:05am Mass 
and 

at 7 PM in the evening 

BINGO NIGHT 
21  March 2026  

7:30pm  
Holy Spirit School 

Multi Purpose Hall. 
 

Donations for    priz-
es are welcome. 

MUSIC MINISTRY GATHERING  

12 March and 26 March at 7 pm 
All musicians and choir members  

are invited to attend.  

14 March, Saturday,  2:30-5 PM.   
Facilitator: Fr Percival Sevare OSA  

 

Come and rediscover the meaning of Lent through prayer, 
reflection, and renewal. Let this be a time of conversion, 

hope, and spiritual growth for us as a parish community. 

PARISH LENTEN RETREAT  

The Lenten Banners feature trees filled with leaves, symbolizing our spir-
itual journey during Lent, a time for renewal and reflection leading up to 
Easter. As Lent progresses, leaves fall, representing our willingness to 
open our hearts to God. This imagery reminds us that through Jesus' sac-
rifice, his total self-giving on the cross, He becomes the centre of our 
lives.  - Thanks to Christine and her team 

AN INVITATION FROM THE AUGUSTINIANS  
 

 
Project Compassion Sunday 

 
This Lent, we are called to Unite Against Poverty 
through Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion.  

Your generosity this Lenten Season will enable 
Caritas Australia to provide life-changing support to 
vulnerable communities in need.  

 

Please donate today. 
You can support Project Compassion 2026 through 
the donation boxes, envelopes or by scanning the 

QR code. 
Or online at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/

donate  
Or by calling: 1800 024 413 

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against 
Poverty this Lent. 

AUGUSTINIAN COMMUNITY 
60 ALFRED ROAD BROOKVALE, NSW 2100 

FILIPINO MASS 
01 MARCH @ 11:30 AM 

After the Mass, we 
will have a simple 
fellowship gather-
ing. You are most 
welcome to bring a 
plate to share. 

 
All are welcome 

 

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
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 CANA MARRIAGE 

 

LOST AND FOUND NOTICE 
A number of lost and found items have been collected from around the church and parish grounds. 

These items will be displayed in the Parish Mirrabooka Court until 1 March  
for anyone to check and claim.  After this date, any unclaimed items  

will either be disposed of or donated to charity. 
Thank you for your understanding. 
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The Parish Pastoral Council plays an important leadership 
role in the life and mission of our parish community. Coun-
cil members bring their unique gifts, experience, and faith 
to help guide and support the pastoral direction of Holy 
Spirit Parish. 
 
We are now calling for nominations for the 2026 Parish 
Pastoral Council of Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair. 
 
If you would like to nominate someone (or yourself) to 
serve on the Parish Pastoral Council, please complete a 
nomination form available in the church foyer. 
 
We encourage you to prayerfully consider those who may 
be called to serve our parish in this important ministry. 
Nominations close on 23 March 2026.. 

SAFEGUARDING is everyone’s responsibility 

Commitment to the Safety  
of Children and Young People 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair 
is committed to celebrating and safeguarding the involvement 
of young people in our communities.   We believe that young 
individuals are valuable members of our church family, and 

their voices, ideas, and contributions are essential. 

 

Novena to Our Mother  
of Perpetual Help on Zoom 

Every Wednesday  
@7:30 PM   

Meeting ID: 896 9388 2850 
Passcode: 254 695 

Holy Spirit Parish – Pastoral Council 
Call for Nominations 

ROSARY MAKING WORKSHOP 

Come along for a 
fun afternoon of 
community and 
crafting rosary 
beads that will then 
be donated to the 
sick and dying in 
hospitals across our  
Diocese on  
 
Saturday 7 March 
at Holy Spirit Parish, 
St Clair-Erskine 
Park, from 2pm. 
 

Costs are $5 per person – payable on arri-
val (includes all materials).  
 

Contact:  
Roslyn Smith 0414877403 

H Z E L N N U K T M T T Z A 

X T M O U N T A I N B E D D 

J T E S T I P H X D O M E J 

C R Y M Q S T O N E S P C B 

J H M C H V V L Q Q B L F J 

F O R T Y S A T A N I E C Y 

Y Y H J N U K K J J E S I N 

C P U P C X D E V I L P T S 

O W K B R E A D X R G S Y B 

G H V Z K G J Z C M F O O D 

S I I O G V K I W P D Y I D 

F E E T O O U T X R J B H R 

G W M C K Y Y O K H Y E S S 

C D E S E R T T V M Z S C Y 

W O R D S E A R C H    J e s u s  f a s t s  a n d  i s  t e m p t e d  b y  t h e  d e v i l  

TRY TO FIND THESE WORDS:    
Bread      feet     Satan     city       food desert     
forty         temple       devil        mountain   test        stones 
   

The Jesus Youth Australia community 
will lead us in prayer and adoration. 

On Sunday, 1 March 2026 (Second Sun-
day of Lent), parishes across Australia are 
invited to hold a Holy Hour of Eucharistic 
Adoration. This nationwide initiative 
marks the official commencement of the 
time of preparation for the International 
Eucharistic Congress. 
 
At Holy Spirit Parish, we will hold a Holy 
Hour after the 6 PM Mass. 
 
All parishioners are warmly invited to stay 
after Mass and spend this special hour 
with the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Let us unite with Catholics across Austral-
ia in prayer, gratitude, and renewed love 
for the Eucharist. 

NATIONWIDE    HOLY HOUR 
Sunday, 1 March 2026  
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 N EXT  WE E KE ND  ( 01  M A RC H) :  2N D  SU ND AY  O F LE NT,  Y EA R A  

Cleaners:  
Group 4 (28 March) 
Banners: Purple  

Holy Spirit Parish    St Clair  •  Erskine Park  •  Parts of Kemps Creek 
  Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995      Diocese of Parramatta     www.parra.catholic.org.au 
  
Facebook Holy Spirit Parish St Clair-Erskine Park    Holy Spirit Parish St Clair Family Ministry    BASICGIFT (Youth Ministry) 
Parish Office 5 Todd Row     (PO Box 103)     St Clair     NSW     2759 

         P  02 9670 8222     E  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au     W www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 
 

Office Hours       9.00am to 4pm (Monday to Friday) Emergency after hours only   M 0404 938 696 (NEW NUMBER) 
 

Priory        3 Peter Pan Glen, St Clair , NSW, 2759 
 

Parish Staff       Parish Moderator: Fr Percival Sevare, OSA     P  02 9670 8222   E  pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Asst Pastor: Fr Dave Austin, OSA     P 02 9670 8222     E  daustin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Asst Pastor: Fr Peter Tangey, OSA     P 02 9670 8222     E  ptangey@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Asst Pastor: Fr Joseph Aresseril Jacob “Saju”  , OSA P  02 9670 8222    E  saju@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Admin Assistant: Joyce / Sonia P  02 9670 8222     E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au  
Parish Bookkeeper: Mila Llamas     P  02 9670 8222     E  accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au   (Mon and Wed) 
SRE Coordinator (Catechists): Peter Moriarty     P  02 9670 8222     E  sre@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Sacramental Coordinator: Germaine Gil     M  0451 279 934     E  sacraments@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
Safeguarding Support: Carol Vella P  0422 429 043 E  admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 

Parish Council  Chair: Seaview Kama    •   Vice Chair: Peter Moriarty    
Members: Andrea Bouche, Trina Esguerra Cruz, Corinne Brooker, Deepu Thomas, Aaron Smith,  
Fr Percival Sevare OSA, Fr Dave Austin OSA, Fr Peter Tangey OSA, Fr Saju OSA 
 

Schools/College Holy Spirit Primary School (7 Todd Row St Clair)  P 02 8886 3200   W www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au 
          Trinity Primary School (61 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek)     P  02 8856 6200    W trinitykempscreek.catholic.edu.au 

          Emmaus Catholic College (87 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek)    P  02 9670 8300    W  emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au 

1st Reading 
Genesis 12:1-4 

The call of Abraham 
Responsorial 

Psalm 
(R.) Lord, let your 

mercy be on us, as we 
place our trust in 

you. 
2nd Reading 

2 Timothy 1:8-10 
God has saved us, and 

called us to be holy. 
Gospel 

Acclamation 
From the shining 
cloud the Father’s 

voice is heard: this is 
my beloved Son, hear 

him. 
Gospel 

Matt 17:1-9 
His face shone like 

the sun. 

Observances for the week of the  
23 February 2026, Year 2 

  

Mon 23 Feb: Monday of the 1st Week of Lent 
Tue 24 Feb: Tuesday of the 1st Week of Lent 

 Wed 25 Feb:        Wednesday of the 1st Week of Lent 
 Thu 26 Feb:   Thursday of the 1st Week of Lent 

Fri 27  Feb:   Friday of the 1st Week of Lent 
Sat 28 Feb: Saturday of the 1st Week of Lent 

http://www.parra.catholic.org.au
mailto:admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:daustin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:ptangey@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritstclair.com.au
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