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HOLY SPIRIT PARISH

Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Cre

Peacefully Advent - ‘Prepare the Way!’

Dear Friends,

The Season of Advent is gradually unfolding with the central characters
emerging — this week, John the Baptist. The liturgical seasons are meant to
form us; we are now in Cycle A with Matthew’s Gospel. Last Sunday, Jesus’
message was, ‘Stay awake!’ Today, John the Baptist has a similar call, ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand!” God’s Kingdom happens when we
are alert and prepared to change — the call to us, as individuals and as a
community, to embrace life-change and forgiveness.

Fr Richard Rohr OFM describes John as, ‘the strangest combination of
conviction and humility, morality and mysticism, radical prophecy and living in
the present’ (Preparing for Christmas p 24). Thus John is a good fit for this
Advent time as we seek to reawaken our vision, our dreams for the future. As
the bridge between Old and New Testaments, John’s was the last voice to be
heard before Jesus - a bit like the support band that comes on before the main
artist — to loosen us up, get us in the mood.

His message was not universally popular, especially with the Pharisees
and Scribes, but his focus was on ‘one who comes after me’ — preparing hearts
and minds for Jesus. There’s a gentle reminder here to us to connect our faith
practices and convictions because it’s so easy to lose sight of the purpose of our
religious acts or behaviour. Even coming to Mass can become our spiritual
Panadol with little personal change, little impact on the harmony between our
words and actions.

In no sense is Advent meant to cramp our style — quite the opposite.
Recall Jesus’ words in the discourse on the Good Shepherd which express
beautifully and simply his deep desire for our wholeness: ‘1 came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly’ (John 10:10). Advent and Christmas invite us
to connect with the roots of our being lest in our weakness and sinfulness we
lose ourselves.

Humility and humour can help us appreciate the efforts and failings of
others and grow to care for them. There is nothing grim or glum about Advent.
It is founded on Joy as we allow the Lord to stretch the cycle of our lives into a
spiral and make ourselves ready to
® meet him. As one of us, Jesus defines

L

the best in our humanness once and
for all.

In today’s Second Reading from
Romans, St Paul has very sound
advice to help us go forward: 'Treat
each other in the same friendly way
as Christ treated you’. \? z,Q_¢

[p— 2l

NEXT WEEKEND:
SECOND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT, Year A

First Reading
Isaiah 11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Justice shall flourish in his time, and
fullness of peace for ever.

Second Reading
Romans 15:4-9
Christ, the hope of all people.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths: all people shall see
the salvation of God. Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.

MASS & LITURGY TIMES

MASS
Mon & Wed -7 am
Tues, Thu & Fri-9:05 am
Sat (Vigil) - 6 pm
Sunday - 8 am, 9.30 am & 6 pm
Public Holiday - 9:05 am

RECONCILIATION
Saturday, 5.00 to 5.45pm

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
First Friday of the month, 9:05 am

BLESSED SACRAMENT EXPOSITION
First Friday of the month, 7:30 pm

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION
Second Friday of the month, 7:30 pm

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
1° & 3" Sunday during school term
Vigil Mass on Sat @ 6 pm
& Sun Mass @ 9:30 am

FILIPINO MASS
First Sunday of the month, 11:30 am

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Anointing of the Sick by appointment

Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather to celebrate our faith.




HOLY SPIRIT PARISH—ST CLAIR PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND
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Want to receive the bulletin via e-mail?
Email admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
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HEARERS OF THE WORD

So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
Fr. Kieran O'Mahony OSA - www.tarsus.ie

Lord, inspire me to read your Scriptures and to meditate upon them day and night. | beg you to give me real
understanding of what | read, that | in turn may put its precepts into practice. Yet, | know that understanding and
good intentions are worthless, unless rooted in your graceful love. So | ask that the words of Scripture may also
be not just signs on a page, but channels of grace into my heart. Amen. (Origen, AD c.184-c.254)

One who is more powerful
than | is coming after me

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice
of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.”” 4 Now John wore clothing
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptised by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Matt 3:7 But
when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit
worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. Matt 3:11 “I baptise
you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

It is possible to live a merely sentient existence, paying
attention only to the immediate and being satisfied once
the urgent appetites are met. It is hard to say how many
manage to sustain this form of sleepwalking! In our better
moments, we all know that this is wholly inadequate, even
on a merely human level. We are all of us called to rise
above mere existence and to live life abundantly (cf. John
10:10). In the faith, the Advent call is to wake up from our
slumbers. Metanoia (conversion or repentance) means a
whole change of mindset, going right down to the roots of
our being. It’s the only project. Of course it takes time, but
the time is now.

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1.

John the Baptist came to bear witness to Jesus. Who
have been the people who have borne witness to us of
the good news of the gospel that God loves us—a
friend, a parent, a teacher, etc.? To whom have we
borne that witness?

John appears in the story as one who had the courage
to be himself in the face of opposition. He was also a
person who knew his own value, did not make
exaggerated claims and was content with his mission.
Can you recall times when you have been content to
be yourself, without pretending to be more than you
are? What was it like to have that freedom, even in
the face of criticism from others?

John was “the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness”—announcing confidently to those in the
wilderness that they must not despair because God’s
grace may come to them at any moment.

Have you had the experience of being in the
wilderness, feeling lost? From whom did you hear a
voice that gave you hope? Have you been able to give
hope to other people when they were in the
wilderness?

PRAYER

God of life abundant, may your advent call to life and love,
hope and conversion touch us again and draw us closer to
you. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24 DECEMBER: 6 PM—Family Mass
8:30 PM—Carols
9 PM—Mass
11:30 PM—Carols

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD

25 DECEMBER: 12 Midnight Mass
8 AM Mass
9:30 AM Mass
NO 6 PM Mass on Christmas Day
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St Vincent de Paul Society

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2025 & o

This year our conference has assisted our friends in need in St Clair, Erskine Park and Colyton.
It’s that time of year again when we launch our annual Christmas Appeal for food and gifts.

Storing and distributing of hampers has become a challenge for us. If you can find it in your heart to donate a gift
card or cash rather than an actual gift it would be beneficial to our mission. It would eliminate handling/wrapping and
storage. Gift cards are easy to pop into a Christmas card, and our friends can choose something they would like,
suggestions could be Visa, Hoyts, Kmart or Big W vouchers. This way each child in the family can choose an age-appropriate
gift of equal value.

In previous years you have also generously supported with donations of food items. We will accept and distribute these
food items however, food vouchers are preferred (Coles, ALDI or Woolworths card), of any denomination. How nice would
it be for our friends to receive a voucher to enable them to purchase fresh meat and vegetables for Christmas?

Please return all gift cards or donations to the parish office addressed in an envelope marked St Vincent De Paul St Clair
Conference by Monday 8th December OR drop them in the Vinnies Christmas box at the back of the
church. If you choose to donate non perishable food items, please consider the heat and DO NOT
Include things such as chocolates or sweets which may melt.

Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by giving to those who need it most.
Thank you so very much for your continued support of our parish conference.
We wish you and your families many blessings at this very special time of year.

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995



Volunteers Appreciation Evening
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Solemnity of the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
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SAFEGUARDING is EVERYONE'S responsibility

The Parish and Diocese of Parramatta takes the safeguarding of children and vulnerable persons seriously. This
includes past or present forms of abuse. Safeguarding those who are vulnerable is part of the mission that Jesus
Christ entrusts to our Church. We all have a role to play in safeguarding those who are vulnerable.

If you have any concerns about someone’s immediate safety, or you suspect a crime may have or is likely to
occur, please contact NSW Police on Triple Zero (000).

Concerns about safeguarding in the Parish and the Diocese may be referred to our Parish Priest:

Fr. Percival Sevare, OSA

Ph (02) 9670 8222

Email: pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au;
or directly to the: Office for Safeguarding and Professional Standards

Ph (02) 8838 3419

Email: safeguarding@parracatholic.org.
Information about the Diocese’s response and support about safeguarding children and vulnerable people are
available at www.safeguarding.org.au.

Thank you for helping keep our parish safe for all!

"What is prayer but the pouring out of our hearts to God?"

St. Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms, Psalm 62:8
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On Saturday, 29th November, two buses filled with parishioners set off from Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair, on a pilgrimage to
the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy at Penrose Park, near Berrima. Hearts were full of anticipation as we gathered first in our
own church for a short time of prayer, entrusting the day to the Lord and to the loving care of Our Lady.

Upon arrival at the shrine, pilgrims were given time to wander through the beautiful grounds and visit the many
international chapels, where patron saints of different countries are venerated in small but deeply prayerful shrines. It was
a gentle reminder that we belong to a Church that is truly universal, with many peoples and cultures united in one faith.

At 12:15 pm, we gathered in the main church of Our Lady of Mercy for Mass. During the liturgy, a new statue of Our Lady of
Fatima—generously donated by a parishioner—was blessed. Afterwards, the statue was raffled among the pilgrims.
In a surprising and moving moment, the statue was won by Gerry Lobo. Gerry had been heavily involved in the planning

and organisation of the pilgrimage but, due to a wrist fracture, was sadly unable to join us on the day. Many felt that this
was the Blessed Mother’s gentle way of affirming Gerry in his faith, devotion and quiet service to the community.

Following Mass, the group travelled into Berrima village for lunch at a local restaurant, where conversation and laughter
flowed easily. Afterwards, we returned to Holy Spirit Parish, grateful and a little tired, but renewed in spirit.

The pilgrimage was a day marked by prayer, fraternity, friendship and joy — a true expression of our Augustinian way of
being Church: walking together, seeking God, and finding Him in one another. We also extend our heartfelt thanks to the
Commission on Community and Culture, led by Savio, for organising this grace-filled event.

ANl OCOLOoR

Read the Gospel of the week and color the image.

e PU Z Z L E 2 Sunday of Advent ¢ Matthew 3:1-12

Help the baby find his way to the priest for
his baptism.

BECAUSE VIBRANT
CHURCHES MATTER

6 Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995
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NEXT WEEKEND:
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Sat 13t$t Dlewcy, virgin, martyr

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 145:6-10 N ) ) . i
Lord, come and save us. A Af EclW7 @k ENN W9 § AXRKING REMINDERS

Second Reading If you wish to receive a digital copy of our weekly | | Please be mindful of our
Romans 15:4-9 Parish Bulletin, along with other important parish | | neighbours — do not park

Christ, the hope of all people. | | news and updates, please email the Parish Office |across their driveways.
Also, do not Ileave
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The Spirit of the Lord is upon to be added to our mailing list. ins.

me; he sent me to bring Good
News to the poor. Alleluia!
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Matthew 11:2-11

Are you the one who is to
come, or must we wait for BAPTISM PREPARATION MEETING

someone else?

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to contact the

N <A Sz VA rish Office prior to attending a preparation evening. Next Baptism
I, i& A | A (,) O @L U @O &a B eparation session is on December 9th at 7.00pm.
AL '& @ 0 do %4 Presenter is Lisa-Maree Madigan.
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Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians since 1995 Diocese of Parramatta www.parra.catholic.org.au
& AAAAT T Holy Spirit Parish St Clair-Erskine Park , Holy Spirit Parish St Clair Family Ministry , BASICGIFT (Youth Ministry)
0 AOEOE /5 REHRIWA (PO Box103) StClair NSW 2759
P 0296708222 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au W www.holyspiritstclair.com.au
/| ANEAA (9.008nx4pm (Monday to Friday) %l AOCAT AU A EO:AND04G2 H3®EOEINEW NUMBER)
0OET OU 3 PeterPan Glen, St Clair, NSW, 2759

0 AOE OE Bafish Moderator: Fr Percival Sevare, OSA P 02 9670 8222 E pp@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Asst Pastor: Fr Dave Austin, OSA P 0296708222 E daustin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Asst Pastor: Fr Peter Tangey, OSA P 0296708222 E ptangey@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Asst Pastor: Fr Joseph Aresseril Jacob “Saju” , OSAP 02 9670 8222 E saju@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Admin Assistant: Joyce McMahon (Tuesday, Wednesday) P 02 9670 8222 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Admin Assistant: Sonia Sultana (Thursday, Friday) P 02 9670 8222 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Parish Bookkeeper: Mila Llamas P 02 96708222 E accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au (Mon and Wed)
SRE Coordinator (Catechists): Peter Moriarty P 02 96708222 E sre@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Germaine Gil M 0451279934 E sacraments@holyspiritstclair.com.au
Safeguarding Support: Carol Vella P 0422 429 043 E admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
0 AOEOE #haifddekiéwiKama e Vice Chair: Peter Moriarty ¢ Secretary: Dominic Dimech
Members: Michael Paulo, Andrea Bouche, Trina Esguerra Cruz, Corinne Brooker, Deepu Thomas, Aaron Smith
Fr Percival Sevare OSA, Fr Dave Austin OSA, Fr Peter Tangey OSA, Fr Saju OSA

3AET T 1 OTHbI Shifit Brigadky School (7 Todd Row St Clair) P 02 8886 3200 W www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au
Trinity Primary School (61 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek) P 02 8856 6200 W trinitykempscreek.catholic.edu.au
Emmaus Catholic College (87 Bakers Ln, Kemps Creek) P 0296708300 W emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au
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Please support the advertisers that support us.

Bateman Battersby
Heavenly

L A Vv hd E R S
Celebrations - .
I A T Wl We invite members of the parish to take advantage of
. . ) our legal services specialising in:
Contact Michelle for o ] — Business L
Pre-Planning & Pre-Paid Funerals ropertylaw - Familylaw - Business Law
o Negligence Law - Wills & Estates - Court Appearances
P: 02 9623 6656 Ph: 02 4731 5899
Emichelle@heavenlycelebr www.batemanbattersby.com.au

enquiries@batemanbattersby.com.au
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www.flowerspot.com.au
Unit 10,10 Brumby Street
Seven Hills NSW 2147
02 9629 2756

Compassionate *# Dignified

Cath
PAINTING AND _  Mob:04 18664861
DECORATING - Pick up Address
0411 839 644 - ﬂqyd@blgpond.net.au 26 Caley St

Ropes Crossing
Residential and Commercial Properties- Interior vt

and Exterior Painting - Professional Advice - %&S'thal R
References Provided - Fully Licensed and
Insured - Honest and Reliable - Free Ouotes

Our parish is grateful for your continued support.
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[FICATE TO SELL OR

Support the Parish by signing up for online donations.
Setting up a one-time or recurring contribution is quick
and easy at https://holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations/
You can also donate via
bank transfer:

Account Name:
‘I ||I||I||\ In» i i Holy Spirit Parish St Clair
e (AN AL o Bank: CBA
BSB: 067 950

?:fv:g?i:2::::;:2:::5:;:SdeeYArea 0450 044 279 Account Number: 000 005 78

“l am a son of Saint Augustine, an Augustinian, who said, ‘For AR RS L RN R S I "
you | am a bishop, with you, | am a Christian.” In this sense we [MAUUUL-SEESARLITIENE GARRT LIS

our priests and the Augustinians'
can all walk together toward that homeland that God has . . ) g. .
ministry. For assistance, email Mila @
accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au.

- Pope Leo XIV Thank you for your support!

prepared.”
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