
  

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, 
the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather to celebrate our faith and worship God. 

We acknowledge with respect the elders past and present. 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Sunday (commencing 24 May) 
Mass, 9.30am and 6pm 

 
Monday and Wednesday 

Mass, 7am 
(except on Public Holidays which 

changes to 9.05am) 
 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
Mass, 9.05am 

 
If you wish to come to Mass 

ring 9834 2527 to book.  Booking is 
necessary. Please ring between 

9am and 5pm, Monday to Saturday. 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday, 3-5pm 

Weekdays ς contact the Parish Office 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 
Anointing of the Sick 

by appointment 
 

Church is open for private prayer and 
devotions, Monday to Friday 9am to 

5pm. 

)Î ÔÈÉÓ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȭÓ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ *ÅÓÕÓ 
promises his disciples that he will not 
leave them orphans.  He assures them 
ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ) ÓÈÁÌÌ ÁÓË ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ 
give you another Advocate to be with you 
ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȢȱ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ͻÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅͻ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ 
means helper or defender, who stands 
beside you in time of difficulty, providing 
a comforting, supportive and 
encouraging presence.  Indeed, these 
consoling words of Jesus become more 
relevant as we prepare to celebrate the 
Ascension of the Lord next Sunday.  
Though Jesus must return to the Father 
and he may no longer be physically 
present, his comfort and assurance will 
continue in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 At this point, we might ask ourselves 
how often do we forget the presence of 
the Holy Spirit?  How rarely do we invoke 
him with trustful dependence?  The 

Spirit is the most precious gift that God 
the Father has given to us.  But we so 
readily neglect this gift.  So, let us open 
to the Holy Spirit, who will lead us to 
the Truth that Jesus taught us.  Also, the 
Holy Spirit abiding within us will 
sustain our faith and nourish our 
spiritual life. 

 Especially, in the midst of the 
pandemic or the difficulties of our life, 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÃÏÎÓÏÌÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ 
ÒÅÓÏÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÕÓȡ Ȱ) ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ 
ÏÒÐÈÁÎÓȢȱ  We will never be alone and 
we do not struggle alone since God has 
given us the Holy Spirit, who always 
stands beside to comfort, support and 
encourage us.  Thus, let us entrust our 
lives to the grace and action of the 
Spirit. 

 
 

@  Deacon Quang Tuyen Pham, OSA 
 

Worshipping Communities of St Clair, Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Creek 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH 
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER, Yr A                17 May 2020 

1st Reading 
Acts 8:5-8. 14-17 

The Messiah is proclaimed and 
accepted in Samaria. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  
Psalm 66.1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a, 16+20 
Let all the earth cry out to God 

with joy. 
 

2nd Reading 
1 Peter 3:15-18 

Suffer for good deeds, not evil. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Verse 
John 14.23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my 

words, and my Father will love 
them, and we will come to them. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel 
John 14:15-21 

Jesus promises disciples the 
Paraclete. VOICE FROM THE PEWS 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act008
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cpt1#pt1003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn014


MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mission of the People of God at 
Holy Spirit Parish is to witness to and 
to proclaim the word of God, and to 
pray and celebrate the Liturgy in word 
and sacraments so that we may be of 
service to others and form a 
community of "one mind and one 
heart on the way to God." (St 
Augustine) 
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1ST COLLECTION For the care of our Augustinian clergy $     50.00 

2ND COLLECTION 
For the administration & 
maintenance costs of the 
parish 

Loose plate --- 

Planned Giving Envelopes Collected $   150.00 

Planned Giving Direct Debit & Credit Card $2,665.67 

Average Weekly Operating Expenses $4,342.96 

SPECIAL COLLECTION N/A --- 

We are a welcoming parish.  
Whatever your present status in the 
Catholic Church, whatever your 
current family or marital situation, 
whatever your past or present 
religious affiliation, whatever your 
personal history, age, background, 
race or color, sexual orientation, 
whatever your self-esteem... you are 
invited, welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected by the Catholic 
Community of Holy Spirit. 

 If you are not an active member 
of this Community, consider sharing 
in what we have to offer.  We serve 
the Community through outreach, 
education, social activities, 
sacramental preparation, youth and 
comfort to the sick and mourning.  
In addition to our spiritual and 
outreach organisations, perhaps 
you have an interest in joining one 
of our many liturgical ministries as: 
Minister of Holy Communion, 
Lector, Welcomer, Choir, etc. 

 Persons are formally registered 
by filling out a form that is then 
entered into the parish data system 
(information supplied remains 
confidential).  These forms are 
available from the parish office or in 
the church foyer. 

SICK 
Andrew Boulos, Louis Tham, Emilia Rose Moya, Linda Allen, Giulia Caruana, 

Joseph Caruana, Steven Batty, Angela Cook, Harry Young, Emily Michel,  
Ruby Ellis, Amanda Young, Bella Tassone and all who tested positive from 

Coronavirus 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Jose Marde Belonio, Indrani Perera, [ŀǊǊȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ, Barry Warren Lewis,  
Lisa Tagaule, Audrey Atkinson, Murial Aloysius Baxter, Marlon Jimenea,  

Dolores Jumaran Montano, John McMahon, and all who died from Coronavirus 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: 
Arthur Falleiro, Jane Croning, Wilfred & Dorothy Gonsalvez 

 
Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

THIS WEEK IN SOCIAL JUSTICE DIARY: 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

2         Worshipping communities of St Clair, Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Creek 

 

Sun 17 May: World Telecommunications & Information Society Day 

Wed 20 May: 2002, Timor-Leste Constitution enters into force 

Thu 21 May: World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue & 
Development 

Fri 22 May: LƴǘΩƭ Day for Biological Diversity 

Sat 23 May: LƴǘΩƭ Day to End Obstetric Fistula 

Sun 24 May: нлмрΣ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ŜƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ Laudato Si (On the Care 
for Our Common Home) 

In this time of pandemic, our clergy bring the sacraments of 
reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to members of the 
community who are very ill.  For more information and to 
arrange receiving the sacraments, contact Parish Office, 02 
9670 8222, or email admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 

[!{¢ ²99YΩ{ /h[[9/¢Lhb{ ϧ t[!bb95 DL±LbD twhDw!aa9 

If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you would 

like to participate in the Planned Giving Program, forms are available for 

completion in the foyer of the Church.  Please complete your details and email 

it to accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or hand it to any of our priests.  For 

your convenience we have the option of Direct Debit and/or Envelope 

contribution.  

FROM POPE FRANCIS: 

Children have a right to grow up in a 
family with a father and a mother 

capable of creating a suitable 
environment for the child's 

development and emotional maturity. 

mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au
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Under the  

REFLECTION 

THE SUNDAY FLOCK 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆȣ ɀ The disciples  
The words of Jesus in this gospel passage were addressed to the disciples 
at the Last Supper. They had almost no inclination of what was about to 
befall them, nor the heart-wrenching loss that they would feel. Yet Jesus 
tried to prepare them and reassure them that they would not be 
abandoned by him. In the days after his death, the disciples struggled to 
remember these words and they were caught up by despair. Even once 
they had witnessed the Risen Lord, he told them that he would again be 
leaving them. They must have been so confused and afraid. 
 

Living the Gospel ɀ Live in love  
Throughout the gospel of John, we are reminded of the enduring 
relationship between Jesus and the Father. A number of times, Jesus 
ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅȢ )Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅȟ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÌÓÏ 
says to the disciples that they can share in this relationship of love. When 
*ÅÓÕÓ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ȬÌÏÖÅÓȭ ÈÉÍȟ ÈÅ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ 
lives by his message and seeks to be like him. Anyone who does that will 
share in the love that exists between the Father and the Son. That 
invitation is open for each of us today as well. 
 

Gospel Focus ɀ Paraclete  
The Greek word, parakletos, is translated into a number of different 
terms in English translations of the gospel. Its technical use was for a 
lawyer or attorney. However, its use in scripture is like the broader 
meaning of advocate that we use today: someone who stands up for 
another; someone who speaks up for another; someone who intercedes 
on behalf of another. An advocate is one who lends strength and support 
to someone who is disempowered. That is exactly what Jesus did for 
many people during his ministry and it is also what the Holy Spirit is sent 
to do. 
 

Questions for Adults  
How might this passage have contributed to the teaching of God as 
Trinity?  In what ways did Jesus fulfil the role of a paraclete or advocate?   
7ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÓ ȬÈÉÓ 
ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÍÅÎÔÓȭȩ  7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÕÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
what it is to be a disciple? 

© Greg Sunter.  Creative Ministry Resources, Ltd.. 

BAPTISMS 

Parents wishing to have 
their child baptized are 
asked to contact the Parish 
Office prior to attending a 
preparation evening.   

You can send your donations by 
electronic funds transfer or visit 

www.lent.caritas.org.au. 

Call 1800 024 413 for details. 

http://www.lent.caritas.org.au/
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

Parish Office is now OPEN 

every Tue-Fri 9am -5pm. 

If you wish to contact the Parish Office:  

02 9670 8222   ·  0451 279 934  
admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au  

Would you like to receive thru email a copy of 
our weekly Parish Bulletin and Worship At 

Home Liturgy Resource? 

Email our Parish Secretary: 

admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au 
 

or register thru our Parish Website to subscribe 

www.holyspiritstclair.com.au 

We invite parishioners to use this liturgy 
and pray together with your family.  
Available on our parish website (under 
Parish News) and Facebook page.  It will 
be made available every weekend while 
Masses in the church are suspended. 
 
 
 

#HolySpiritStClairWorshipAtHome 

WORSHIP @ HOME 

Jesuit Social Services- Ignite Food Store  
 

The Jesuit Social Services has been connecting with and 
offering service to the people of Emerton and wider Mt 
Druitt. Ignite Food Store has become the point of hope for so 
many people.  However, as a result of the COVID19 virus, 
they are in short supply and currently require donations of 
groceries to provide to local residents. 
 If your family would like to donate groceries please email 
Claire.Thomas@jss.org.au or contact Claire on 0417 269 623.  
If you would like to make a financial donation to the Ignite 
Food Store to assist in purchasing wholesale goods, please 
go to: http://www.ignitefoodstore.com.au/.  
 Your contribution and generosity make such a wonderful 
impact on the lives of so many.  On behalf of the Ignite Food 
Store team and the Emerton and broader Mt Druitt 
communities a huge thank you! 
 

 TOP 14 GROCERY ITEMS: 
1. Coffee/Milo 
2. Breakfast Cereals  
3. Honey/Vegemite/Nutella 
4. Cake Mixes/Sugar/Flour 
5. Assorted long life milk 
6. Muesli Bars/LCM Bars 
7. Savoury biscuits/Rice cracker/Crackers 
8. Pasta Sauce/Simmer sauces 
9. Rice 
10. 2 minutes noodles/noodles 
11. Mayo/salad dressings 
12. Canned goods ς Baked Beans/Spaghetti/Canned 

Vegies 
13. Baby needs ς formula and nappies (toddlers- junior) 
14. Toilet Rolls 

UPDATE ON THE RE-OPENING OF CHURCH 

As required by NSW Government, those who enter the 
church must complete the sign-in form available in the 
church foyer.  Physical distancing must be strictly 
observed. 

¶ Holy Spirit Church is open for private prayer and 
devotions, Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm. 

¶ Sacrament of Reconciliation is every Saturday from 
3pm to 5pm.  If you wish to come on weekdays, contact 
the Parish Office. 

¶ Weekday Masses.  Regular Weekday Masses will 
resume on Monday 18 May.  If you wish to come to 
Mass, ring 9834 2527 to book.  Booking is necessary. 
Please ring between 9am and 5pm, Monday to 
Saturday. 

¶ Sunday Masses.  Sunday Masses will commence on 24 
May, 9.30am and 6pm.  If you wish to come to Mass, 
ring 9834 2527 to book.  Booking is necessary. Please 
ring between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Saturday. 

¶ Baptisms.  One family is allowed to have their child 
baptised with only 10 attendees.  Contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

¶ Anointing of the Sick.  Contact the Parish Office. 

¶ Weddings.  Up to 10 persons plus the couple, the 
celebrant and assisting ministers are permitted. 

¶ Funerals.  20 mourners indoors or 30 mourners 
outdoors are permitted for funerals, in addition to 
clergy and funeral directors. 

¶ The elderly, those with health conditions and low-
immune system are still advised to stay at home. 

¶ Touch-free hand sanitiser dispensers are available near 
the holy water fonts. 

¶ Please disinfect the chair you used before leaving the 
church with the disinfecting wipes provided in the 
foyer. 

mailto:admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au
mailto:Claire.Thomas@jss.org.au
http://www.ignitefoodstore.com.au/
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Under the  

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

As you can imagine, our main source of income is greatly depleted with the 
suspension of public Masses.  Please know you can still support Holy Spirit by 
signing up to contribute online.  Setting up a one-time or recurring 
donation/Planned Giving is quick and easy. Just go to: 
 

www.holyspiritstclair.com.au/donations 
 

You can also send your offerings/donations thru bank transfer: 
 

FIRST COLLECTION: For the Augustinian Clergy 
Account Name: Augustinian Fathers 
Bank:   CBA 
BSB:   067 950 
Account Number: 000 030 02 

 

SECOND COLLECITON: For the Parish 
Account Name: Holy Spirit Parish St Clair 
Bank:   CBA 
BSB:   067 950 
Account Number: 000 005 78 

 

If you encounter any issues signing up, please email Mila at 
accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 
 

Or drop off your Planned Giving envelopes at the Parish Office.  Thank you so 
much for your support! 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 
Sign Before the Gospel 

Question:  
I have been going to Mass for years 
and have always wondered: why 
do we make the three signs of the 
cross before the Gospel? 

Answer:  
Certainly, many people go to Mass 
or other devotions, doing and 
saying things out of habit or 
reverence and not really 
understanding the reasons behind 
some of these things. But 
everything we do has a meaning or 
purpose that helps us to worship 
better, proclaim our beliefs, or 
focus the attention of the people 
on something that has a greater 
importance or significance. A 
review of the meaning of various 
gestures and practices can help us 
have a deeper appreciation for 
what we do.  
 There is a little prayer that 
goes with the three crosses before 
ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌȡ Ȱ-ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Holy Gospel be on my mind, on my 
ÌÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔȢȱ  In standing 
to hear the Gospel, we 
acknowledge that Jesus is present, 
and the words of the Gospel are 
addressed to us.  All of the gestures 
and special postures we adopt 
before the Gospel are intended to 
help us prepare for hearing the 
Word as well as act on it.  The 
incense, the Alleluia, the deacon or 
priest, and the special dialogue 
and announcement that 
introduces the Gospel help us 
focus our attention on the Good 
News we are about to hear.  The 
three signs of the cross show our 
desire and good intention to hear 
and live the Gospel. 

mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au

