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Preparation 

There are a few things you need to do to get ready before you begin. 

• We recommend glancing through the whole service before you start. Adapt the service for your 
family however you would like, especially so it will be age-appropriate. 

• Gather these items in advance. Get the whole family involved in the preparations. 
o A large bowl with warm, soapy water (or if you have it, add a good-smelling essential oil to warm water). 
o A pitcher or smaller container to be used for pouring. 
o A large towel to put under the bowl of water, and several others for drying hands and feet. 
o Lotion or oil for foot massage. 
• Place your family Bible on the table, if you have one, opened up to the Gospel reading of the day (John 

13:1-15). 
• The script has leader and various reader parts. Anyone old enough to read well can perform these roles. 
• An iPad/tablet computer or large phone could work well for reading the script. It would would be helpful 

to have two devices so you can display the gospel slide show and/or for multiple people to read the 
parts of the Gospel reading.  To access slideshows and hymns, go to: 
https://worship.pastoral.center/day/2020-04-09 

• Don't worry, you don't have to do this perfectly. Have some fun with it. Let's pray! 

JUST BEFORE YOU BEGIN 

• Silence and set aside all phones or other devices that may interrupt you. 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

OPENING SONG (OPTIONAL) 

Sing this reflective opening song together as you begin the service. If necessary, remind your child to quiet down and/or 
close their eyes because it is time to pray. 

GREETING 

Leader: ┼ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God forever. 
The response is: Blessed be God forever. 

 
All: Blessed be God forever. 
 
Leader: We gather together as a family to remember how Jesus taught us to serve others. 

Let us now listen to God's Word 
and join in prayer. 
Let us pray. 

https://worship.pastoral.center/day/2020-04-09


OPENING PRAYER 

Leader: Let us pray. 
 
Pause for a short time for everyone to pray in silence. Then pray the following out loud, carefully and with 

meaning. 

 
Leader: Lord God, 

the night before your Son died 
he showed us how to gather together for a special meal 
and how to make sacrifices for others, big and small. 
Help us to love others 
as Jesus taught us to love.Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

 
All: Amen. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

GOSPEL 

Lead your family in this action prayer, making the Sign of the Cross over your forehead, lips, and heart at 

each step. 

Reader 1: We now do this action prayer together: 
May the Lord be on my mind, ┼ 
on my lips, ┼ 
and in my heart ┼ 
as we hear the Gospel today. 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel of John. 
 

If you'd like to read the Gospel on your own Bible (John 13:1-15). 
 

Reader 1: [1] It was before Passover, and Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this 
world and to return to the Father. 
He had always loved his followers in this world, and he loved them to the very end. 
[2] Even before the evening meal started, the devil had made Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot, decide to betray Jesus. 
[3] Jesus knew that he had come from God and would go back to God. 
He also knew that the Father had given him complete power. 
So during the meal Jesus got up, removed his outer garment, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. 
[4] He put some water into a large bowl. 
[5] Then he began washing his disciples' feet and drying them with the towel he was 
wearing. 
[6] But when he came to Simon Peter, that disciple asked, “Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” 
[7] Jesus answered, “You don’t really know what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 
[8] “You will never wash my feet!” Peter replied. 
[9] “If I don’t wash you,” Jesus told him, “you don’t really belong to me.” 
[10] Peter said, “Lord, don’t wash just my feet. Wash my hands and my head.” 



[11] Jesus answered, “People who have bathed and are clean all over need to wash just 
their feet. 
And you, my disciples, are clean, except for one of you.” 
Jesus knew who would betray him. That is why he said, “except for one of you.” 
[12] After Jesus had washed his disciples' feet and had put his outer garment back on, he 
sat down again. Then he said:Do you understand what I have done? 
You call me your teacher and Lord, and you should, because that is who I am. 
And if your Lord and teacher has washed your feet, you should do the same for each 
other.  I have set the example, and you should do for each other exactly what I have done 
for you. 

John 13:1-15. Adapted from the Contemporary English Version, copyright © American Bible Society, 1991, 1995. 

 

Reader 2: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

WASHING OF FEET 

Read the following out loud or explain it in your own words. 

 
Reader 2: In Jesus’ time, people had to walk everywhere 

unless they were one of the few people who had a horse or a donkey. 
Most people wore sandals or went barefoot if they couldn’t afford sandals. 
It was dry and dusty in Jesus’ part of the world, 
and after walking many miles each day their feet would be dirty! 
When someone entered a house, the host would provide for the guest 
to have his or her feet washed, usually by a servant. 
So when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, 
they were shocked because he was acting like a servant, not like a master or a 
teacher.He was trying to teach them that we should all be servants to one another. 
No one should be a master over someone else and we should all take turns serving and 
being served.  Now let’s do what Jesus told us to do—let’s wash one another’s feet. 

 
Have everyone (kids and parents included) take off socks and shoes. One at a time, an adult should wash a 
child’s feet. After drying them off, you can give a brief massage, rubbing in some lotion or oil. Aim for gentle, 
not ticklish! After all the children’s feet are washed, let each child take a turn washing the adults’ feet. 

(Although adults may be more self-conscious about having their feet washed, please allow the children this 
privilege! They will feel honored to do this for someone else who usually serves them.) 

When you are done, share about the experience together, using the following points as a guide. Parents, be 
sure to share your answers, too! 

• What did it feel like to get your feet washed? Was it uncomfortable to allow someone else serve 
you? Did any of you feel a little bit like Peter did? 

• This action is an expression of love and service, just like when Jesus did this for his friends. What 
kinds of actions do you think Jesus was trying to teach us that we should do for others? How can we 
keep their eyes open for ways we can serve others? 

• Why do you think Pope Francis has changed the tradition of popes washing feet on this day? Why is 
he doing this differently? 

• What are some ways that we can serve others during this current crisis? 



GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 

Leader: Now let’s pray together to God for what we need. 

Reader 3: For all those who are seriously ill at this time, 
that they may feel God's love and receive healing, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader 3: For medical workers, police, government leaders, 
and all those working hard to help others at this time, 
may God give them strength and wisdom, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader 3: That those who are lonely, scared, and confused at this time, 
that they can feel God’s love for them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader 3: For what else and for who else shall we pray? 

Allow time for anyone else to speak prayers aloud. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Leader: Jesus taught us to call God our Father, and so we have the courage to say: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

SIGN OF PEACE 

Leader: Let us now offer each another a sign of peace. 

Share some hugs! 

A LITANY FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 



Leader: The response is: Lord, bring us closer to you! 

All: Lord, bring us closer to you! 

Leader: Lord our God, 
we wish we could gather today with our parish community, 
but we gather here out of love and concern for others. 
You teach us that when two or three are gathered in your name, 
you are there. 
Together, we pray: 

All: Lord, bring us closer to you! 

Leader: Christ Jesus, you are present in a special way 
when bread and wine are turned into your Body and Blood. 
Since we cannot receive you in this way today, 
We ask that you enter our hearts 
so that we may receive you spiritually. 
Together, we pray: 

All: Lord, bring us closer to you! 

Leader: Lord our God, 
watch over your family 
and keep us safe in your care, 
for all our hope is in you. 

All: Lord, bring us closer to you! 

 

Concluding Rite 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 

Leader: May the Lord bless us 
protect us from all evil 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: Amen. 

Leader: Go in the peace of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

CLOSING SONG (OPTIONAL) 

After the Service 



SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE 

Take a picture of your family in your worship area and share it on social media (tag it with 
#HolySpiritStClairWorshipAtHome). 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL PARISH 

Your parish still has to pay the electric bill and your staff, even when public Masses are cancelled. If you 
haven't already, sign up for electronic payments or mail in a check today.  Planned Giving Forms and 
online donation portal are available on the parish website: www.holyspiritstclair.com.au. Or you can 
send your donation to: 

Account Name:  Holy Spirit Parish St Clair 
Bank:   CBA 
BSB:   067 950 
Account Number: 000 005 78 
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