
    

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, 
the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather to celebrate our faith and worship God. 

We acknowledge with respect the elders past and present. 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Saturday 
Reconciliation, 5-5:45pm 

Vigil Mass, 6pm 
 

Sunday 
Mass, 8am, 9.30am and 6pm 

Youth Mass, 2nd & 4th Sun, 6pm 
Filipino Mass, 1st Sun, 3.30pm 

 

Monday and Wednesday 
Mass, 7am 

(except on Public Holidays which 
changes to 9.05am) 

 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
Mass, 9.05am 

Anointing Mass, 1st Fri, 9.05am 
 

Friday Night Devotions (7.30pm) 
1st Fri, Taize & Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 
3rd Fri, Divine Mercy & Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ 
Sat 6pm and Sun 9.30am 

2nd & 4th Sun of the month 
(during school term) 

 

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals 
by appointment 

Augustine sermon 65: 
  
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÓ ÕÓ ÕÐ 
into the duty of praying and believing, and 
of not putting our trust in ourselves, but in 
the Lord. What greater encouragement to 
prayer than the parable which is proposed 
to us of the unjust judge? For an unjust 
judge, who feared not God, nor regarded 
man, yet gave ear to a widow who 
besought him, overcome by her 
importunity, not inclined thereto by 
kindness. If he then heard her prayer, who 
hated to be asked, how must He hear who 
ÅØÈÏÒÔÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÁÓËȩ Ȱ 
 According to St. Augustine(letter 
130), we need not pray for what we need 
because God already knows what we need 
before we even ask.  "The deeper our faith, 
the stronger our hope, the greater our 
desire, the larger will be our capacity to 
receive the gift, which is very great indeed. 
.... The more fervent the desire, the more 
worthy will  ÂÅ ÉÔÓ ÆÒÕÉÔÓȢȱ 

 Christians have been persecuted or 
treated unjustly in many countries 
because of their faith. The answer to this is 
prayer and faith that must remain till 
Christ will come again as judge. 
 God is not bound by time and space. 
He is omnipotent and knows what is best 
for us. We were praying for a placement 
for my daughter and were disappointed 
when she did not get it. After a few weeks 
she secured a placement which was 100 
times better than one we prayed for. Like 
Monica the mother of St Augustine who 
prayed for the conversion of her son for 
many years with apparently no answer. 

@  Norb Masc 
Parishioner. 

This article will continue on its second 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÎ ÎÅØÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎȢ 
 

 

Worshipping Communities of St Clair, Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Creek 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH 
29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Yr C       20 October 2019 

1st Reading 
Exodus 17:8-13 

With the staff of God, Moses helps 
Israel defeat Amalek. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  
Psalm 121.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (R.2) 

Our help is from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 

 

2nd Reading 
2 Timothy 3:14 ɀ 4:2 

All scripture is inspired of God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Verse 
Hebrews 4.12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and 

active; it probes the thoughts and 
motives of our heart.  Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 
Luke 18:1-8 

The widow and the irreligious 
judge. VOICE FROM THE PEWS 



MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mission of the People of God at 
Holy Spirit Parish is to witness to and 
to proclaim the word of God, and to 
pray and celebrate the Liturgy in word 
and sacraments so that we may be of 
service to others and form a 
community of "one mind and one 
heart on the way to God." (St 
Augustine) 
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1ST COLLECTION For the care of our Augustinian clergy $ 1,741.00 

2ND COLLECTION 
For the administration & 
maintenance costs of the 
parish 

Loose plate $ 923.20 

Planned Giving Envelopes Collected $ 1,275.45 

Planned Giving Direct Debit & Credit Card $ 1,084.42 

Planned Giving Program Weekly Target $ 1,153.85 

MARIAN FIESTA Net Income $ 6,025.00 

We are a welcoming parish.  
Whatever your present status in the 
Catholic Church, whatever your 
current family or marital situation, 
whatever your past or present 
religious affiliation, whatever your 
personal history, age, background, 
race or color, sexual orientation, 
whatever your self-esteem... you are 
invited, welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected by the Catholic 
Community of Holy Spirit. 

 If you are not an active member 
of this Community, consider sharing 
in what we have to offer.  We serve 
the Community through outreach, 
education, social activities, 
sacramental preparation, youth and 
comfort to the sick and mourning.  
In addition to our spiritual and 
outreach organisations, perhaps 
you have an interest in joining one 
of our many liturgical ministries as: 
Minister of Holy Communion, 
Lector, Welcomer, Choir, etc. 

 Persons are formally registered 
by filling out a form that is then 
entered into the parish data system 
(information supplied remains 
confidential).  These forms are 
available from the parish office or in 
the church foyer. 

SICK 
Bryce Barwick, Remedios Avenido,  Fr Peter Njau, C,S. Sp, Jack Kest, Robert 
Jackson, Sid Torrisi, Harry Young, Emily Morgan, Ruby Ellis, Angela Cook, 
Andrew Boulos, Louis Tham, Emilia Rose Moya, Giulia & Joseph Caruana, 

Jennifer Johnson, Josette Sultana, Christopher Carter. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Filomeno Pastolero, Mary Spagnol, Dorothy Thomas, Saane Kama, Dileepa 

Abeyakoon, Marjanovic Mara, Vicente Fortun Jr.  
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: 
Terence & Olga Littlewood, Henry & Margaret Emmanuel, George Pinto, 

Maggie Peters, Violet John, Natividad Dimla, Dhana Raj, Rexy Baxter, Mary 
Anne Avellino, Walter Murphy, Wayne Rose, Oscar Bertumen, Enzo Quarta. 

 
Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

THIS WEEK IN SOCIAL JUSTICE DIARY: 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

2         Worshipping communities of St Clair, Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Creek 

 

Sun 20 Oct: World Statistics Day; World 
Mission Sunday 

Thu 24 Oct: United Nations Day; World 
Development Information Day; 
Beginning of Disarmament 
Week 

Sat 26 Oct: 1985, Return of Uluru to the 
traditional owners, the Anangu 
people 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments 
of Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to 
members who are unable to participate because of illness or 
aging.  For more information and to arrange receiving the 
sacraments, contact Parish Office at 9670 8222 or 
admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 

[!{¢ ²99YΩ{ /h[[9/¢Lhb{ ϧ t[!bb95 DL±LbD twhDw!aa9 

If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you would 

like to participate in the Planned Giving Program, forms are available for 

completion in the foyer of the Church.  Please complete your details and email 

it to accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or hand it to any of our priests.  For 

your convenience we have the option of Direct Debit and/or Envelope 

contribution.  

FROM POPE FRANCIS: 

The mindset which leaves no room 
for sincere concern for the 

environment is the same mindset 
which lacks concern for the most 
vulnerable members of society. 

mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au


We welcome 
into our faith community 

 

ARMEA BELLE CACANANTA 
(Daughter of Adeel and Dianne) 
ALEIRA MAY LEE MURPHY 
(Daughter of Wayne and Kirralee) 
OLIVIA CHARLOTTE BUI 
(Daughter of Peter and Maria) 
MITCHELL ARCHIE W. FERNANDO 
(Son of Ashan and Ramesha) 
 

who will be 
 baptised this Sunday 
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PARISH MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

Mon 21 October 
Bible Study, Demountable, 7.30pm  

Spirituality Commission, Augustine Rm, 
7.30pm 

 

Tue 22 October 
SVDP, Mercy Room, 7pm 

Baptism Preparation, Pioneer Rm 7.30pm 
 

Wed 23 October 
BASIC GIFT, Mercy Room, 7.30pm 

 

Thu 24 October 
Bible Study (Pillar 1 & 2), Pioneers Rm, 

7.30pm 
 

Fri 25 October 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ пΦолǇƳ 

Altar Servers, Pioneers Rm, 7pm 
 

Sat 26 October 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ сǇƳ 

RCIA, Pioneers Rm, 4.45pm 
 

Sun 27 October 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣфΦолŀƳ 

Post-Baptism Blessing, Church, 9.30am 
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Under the  

Parents wishing to have 
their child baptized are 
asked to contact the 
Parish Office prior to 
attending a preparation 
evening.  Next Baptism 
Preparation Evening is on 
Tue 22 October, 7.30pm, 
Pioneers Rm.  Presenters 
are Ted & Fe Uy. 

REFLECTION 

THE SUNDAY FLOCK 

Have you thought?  ɀ A parable about God  
When Jesus tells this parable about the widow and the judge, he is 
actually painting a picture about God for his disciples.  This is not to 
suggest that God needs to be worn down by persistence but rather it is a 
description of what God is not.  If such a wicked and unjust judge can 
eventually be worn down, how much more quickly will God respond to a 
just cause?  Yet the parable is told to reinforce the need to pray 
continually.  The continuous prayer is not to wear God down ɀ like the 
judge ɀ but rather to demonstrate the genuine need. 
 

Scriptural Context ɀ Teaching Moments  
Since chapter 9 of this Gospel, Jesus has been making a steady journey 
towards Jerusalem and the events of the Passion that await him there.  
This whole second half of the gospel is a series of teaching moments as 
Jesus seeks to prepare his disciples to continue his ministry after he has 
gone.  Remembering that the gospel is written 50 or more years after the 
events described, the gospel writer has also deliberately structured these 
teaching moments for the audience of believers struggling day by day to 
live out the message and ministry of Jesus.  As such, these teachings are 
just as important for modern audiences. 
 

Different View ɀ Convincing God 
Does this teaching about the need for continual prayer mean that God 
needs to be convinced of our cause?  Does a one-off prayer not get heard?  
Is God swayed by the force of numbers?  Can the prayers of ten people 
carry more weight than the prayers of one?  All these questions miss the 
point of the parable.  It is not God who needs our prayers, but we who 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȟ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓ 
love.  The constancy of prayer is not to convince God but to remind 
ourselves of our dependence upon God. 
 

Questions for Adults  
Why does Jesus use such unsavoury characters ɀ like the judge ɀ in his 
parables?  Why is it specifically a widow who pleads her case with the 
unjust judge in this parable?  Where and when do you make time to pray?  
What are the conflicting demands that push prayer from your 
daily/weekly routine?   What positive impact could time spent in prayer 
have upon these other demands? 

© Greg Sunter.  Creative Ministry Resources, Ltd.. 

BAPTISMS 



The Voice From The Pews 

Are you interested to share your faith experiences, 

God-moments or reflections that may help others to 
grow in their faith! Feeling inspired to inspire others 
then write your name down on the sign-on sheet in the 
foyer. The sharing can be in the form of an essay 
around 300 words, a prayer or a poem.  Sign-up sheet 
available in the foyer. 
 

 

Drop your donations to the 
JRS FOODBANK BOX 

 

The foodbank provides much needed fresh food, non-
perishable items, and toiletries to over 350 individuals 
and families every month.  The JRS have identified a few 
staple items that are most frequently requested, and we 
are encouraging parishioners to bring donation to the 
church over the next few weeks.  Donation Box will be in 
the foyer from 27 October until 3 November. 
 

WISH LIST: 
Basmati Rice     Cooking Oil           Tinned Tomatoes 
Chickpeas     Tuna in Oil           Red kidney beans 
Long life milk     Sugar & Salt          Tea & instant coffee 
Shampoo     Deodorant 
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

CATHOLIC MISSION A PPEA L 19-20 Oct 2019 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ !ǇǇŜŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
the life-saving work supported by Catholic Mission in 
Ghana, through programs designed to rescue babies 
and children who are vulnerable and foster their 
personal development for a brighter future. 

 

APPEAL 
WEEKEND: 
19-20 Oct 

DIOCESAN SESSION 2: 23 OCTOBER 
You are invited to the second of the six sessions in 
the Diocese of Parramatta to gather and discern the 
Plenary Council 2020 National Themes for 
$ÉÓÃÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ Ȭ)ÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅȟ 
0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÙÎÏÄÁÌȭ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎ ςσ 
October from 6.30pm to 9pm at the Institute for 
Mission, Blacktown. To RSVP, please contact 

tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org or contact the 
Pastoral Planning Office on 8838 3441. 
 

DIOCESAN SESSION 3: 31 OCTOBER 
You  are  invited  to  the  third  of  the  six  sessions 
in the Diocese  of  Parramatta  to gather  and  discern  
the Plenary Council 2020 National Themes for 
$ÉÓÃÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ ȬPrayerful and 
%ÕÃÈÁÒÉÓÔÉÃȭ will  be  held on 31 October from 
6.30pm to  9pm at  the  Institute  for  Mission,  
Blacktown. To RSVP, please contact 

tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org or contact the 
Pastoral Planning Office on 8838 3441. 

Commencing 1st November, you are invited to inscribe 
the names of your departed family members in the 
2ÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅ Ȭ"ÏÏË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÁÄȭȢ 
 You are also very welcome to bring along a framed 
photo of your deceased loved ones and place these on the 
ÔÁÂÌÅ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÒȭÓ ÃÈÁÉÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
month of November. The photos can then be collected at 
the end of the month. 
 The Remembrance Book is available in the foyer this 
weekend. 

MASS TIMES AT HOLY SPIRIT: 
9.05am and 7.30pm  

Friday 
1st November 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS  

CHOIR PRACTICE  
We invite all those interested to sing for the Christmas 

Midnight Mass and the Carols before the Mass. 

Choir practice will be every Tuesday from 7.30pm to 9pm 
on: 

Tue 5 Nov  Tue 12 Nov              Tue 19 Nov 

Tue 26 Nov   Tue 3 Dec             Tue 10 Dec 

Tue 17 Dec 

  
 

ALL WELCOME! 

mailto:tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org
mailto:tanya.quinn@parracatholic.org
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

 
 
 

Thank you to all our 2019 Parish 
Fiesta Sponsors & Donors  

 
 

ABCOE Distributors 
Ann & Clyd Camilo 

Blue Cattle Dog 
Bunnings Warehouse, Minchinbury 

Butch & Mane Licuanan 
Cofradia del Señor Santo Niño of Sydney Inc. 

Dante & Jasmin Cañete 
Danny & Dita Sy 

Dodong & Elna Sandot 
Elsa Roberto 
Esther Rose 

First Saturday Devotion Prayer Group 
Gil & Annabel Jader 

Heavenly Celebrations, St Marys 
i-Travel - Ms.  Susan Clark 
Joe & Lydia Encarnacion 

Joy Rulewski 
Lady from Kellyville 

Lore Bertulfo 
Lou De Guia 

Mama Lor Restaurant, Rooty Hill 
Mick T's, St Clair Shop 

Mix N Match Bakehouse, Doonside 
Nilo Gajo & Ana Revilla 

Oma Cunanan 
Party Pit Shop, St Marys 

Ramon & Monica Estoque 
Rod & Delia Santos 

Romy & Gidget Prieto 
St Marys Pharmacy 

Tauro Family 
Wagon Wheels Hotel 

 
 

We appreciate all the support extended to the 
Holy Spirit Parish Fiesta by the above 

businesses and families.  We encourage you to 
support them.  

Thank you, also, to the Fiesta Committee and the 
generous volunteers and families of the parish 
for the set up and pack up, lucky door prizes, 

flowers, entertainment, food and cash donations 
that went toward the Dinner & Raffle Prizes. 

GET INVOLVED.  Join a Ministry! 

¶ MUSIC MINISTRY (Pianist, Guitarist, Vocalist and others) 

¶ POWERPOINT MINISTRY (flick the powerpoint slides at 

Mass) 

¶ WELCOMER (welcomes churchgoers and distribute Parish 

bulletin after Mass) 

¶ DEVOTIONAL STALL (taking charge of the Piety/Devotional 

Stall after Mass) 

¶ CHURCH CLEANER (rostered once every 5 weeks to clean the 

church on a Saturday morning from 8-9am) 

¶ FLOWER MINISTRY (arranges fresh flowers for the church 

every Saturday morning; rostered once every 5 weeks) 

¶ BAPTISM PREPARATION (conducts Baptism Preparation 

Course to young families who want their children baptised) 

¶ SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION (prepares children with their 

parents/guard ian for First Reconciliation, First Communion 

and Confirmation) 

¶ RCIA and RCIA (prepares adults and children for the 

sacraments and those wanting to become Catholic 

¶ CATECHIST (conducts Religious Education classes to primary 

students in State Schools around St Clair and Erskine Park) 

¶ #(),$2%.ȭ3 ,)452'9 (leads children to understand the 

readings at the Saturday 6pm and Sunday 9.30am Masses) 

Orientation and Training will be provided. 

If interested, complete a ȬJoin A Ministryȭ form available in the foyer 

or approach any of our priests or contact the Parish Office. 

POST-BAPTISM 

BLESSING 

We are inviting families who had their 

children baptised this year for a 

special blessing on Sunday 27 

October, 9.30am Mass. 


