
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit Parish pays respect to the Darug People, 
the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather to celebrate our faith and worship God. 

We acknowledge with respect the elders past and present. 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Saturday 
Reconciliation, 5-5:45pm 

Vigil Mass, 6pm 
 

Sunday 
Mass, 8am, 9.30am and 6pm 

Youth Mass, 2nd & 4th Sun, 6pm 
Filipino Mass, 1st Sun, 3.30pm 

 

Monday and Wednesday 
Mass, 7am 

(except on Public Holidays which 
changes to 9.05am) 

 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
Mass, 9.05am 

Anointing Mass, 1st Fri, 9.05am 
 

Friday Night Devotions (7.30pm) 
1st Fri, Taize & Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 
3rd Fri, Divine Mercy & Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ 
Sat 6pm and Sun 9.30am 

2nd & 4th Sun of the month 
(during school term) 

 

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals 
by appointment 

WHAT FAMILY MEANS TO ME: 
 To me, family means love, passion 
for each other and encouragement.   
 My family is loving and very 
supportive when it comes to tests, 
school, sport or even problems we 
might have.   
 My parents and grandparents are 
very inspiring to me because they help 
people in need and teach some schools 
religion.  My Nunna and my Mum are 
religion teachers at school.  They also 
teach sacraments and my Nunnu 
works for St Vincent De Paul and 
hands out things for the poor. 
 But I am not just talking about my 
family I am alÓÏ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
family.  Jesus died on the cross for us.  
And God Our Father made the Earth, 
animals and food for us.   
 7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ -ÁÒÙȟ ÏÕÒ 
mother.  An angel came to her and 
asked her to have Jesus ɀ and she said 

yes!  Saint Joseph, JesÕÓȭ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ 
he loved Jesus and took care of him 
like He was his own son. 
 There is also one more family that 
I would love to talk about and that is 
the Church family.   
 4ÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÓÁÙ Ȱ7Å $Ïȱ ÁÔ 
the sacrament of baptism.  They say 
we do to supporting, teaching and 
helping each other and celebrating 
together.  
 The priest is also a part of this 
family as he represents Jesus and he is 
a witness to all sacraments and 
masses.  
 That is what family means to me. 
 

@  Jarryd Murtough-Coombes 
Parishioner, 11 years old 

Worshipping Communities of St Clair, Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Creek 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH 
23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Yr C                 8 September 2019 

1st Reading 
Wisdom 9:13-18 

Who can comprehend the will of 
God? 

 

Responsorial Psalm  
Psalm 90.3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14+17 

In every age, O Lord, you have been 
our refuge. 

 

2nd Reading 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

Receive him, not as a slave anymore, 
but as a very dear brother. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Verse 
Psalm 119.135 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 
Luke 14:25-33 

All who do not renounce their 
possessions cannot be my disciples. VOICE FROM THE PEWS 



MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mission of the People of God at 
Holy Spirit Parish is to witness to and 
to proclaim the word of God, and to 
pray and celebrate the Liturgy in word 
and sacraments so that we may be of 
service to others and form a 
community of "one mind and one 
heart on the way to God." (St 
Augustine) 
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1ST COLLECTION For the care of our Augustinian clergy $ 1,738.55 

2ND COLLECTION 
For the administration & 
maintenance costs of the 
parish 

Loose plate $ 819.00 

Planned Giving Envelopes Collected $ 1,143.00 

Planned Giving Direct Debit & Credit Card $ 1,084.42 

Planned Giving Program Weekly Target $ 1,153.85 

SPECIAL COLLECTION N/A $ N/A 

We are a welcoming parish.  
Whatever your present status in the 
Catholic Church, whatever your 
current family or marital situation, 
whatever your past or present 
religious affiliation, whatever your 
personal history, age, background, 
race or color, sexual orientation, 
whatever your self-esteem... you are 
invited, welcomed, accepted, loved 
and respected by the Catholic 
Community of Holy Spirit. 

 If you are not an active member 
of this Community, consider sharing 
in what we have to offer.  We serve 
the Community through outreach, 
education, social activities, 
sacramental preparation, youth and 
comfort to the sick and mourning.  
In addition to our spiritual and 
outreach organisations, perhaps 
you have an interest in joining one 
of our many liturgical ministries as: 
Minister of Holy Communion, 
Lector, Welcomer, Choir, etc. 

 Persons are formally registered 
by filling out a form that is then 
entered into the parish data system 
(information supplied remains 
confidential).  These forms are 
available from the parish office or in 
the church foyer. 

SICK 
Andrew Boulos, Louis Tham, Emilia Rose Moya, Giulia & Joseph Caruana, Jennifer 
Johnson, Alberto Mercado, Emy Iniguez Mercado, Melanie Iniguez Mercado, Jack 

Kest, Norbert Mascarenhas, Christine Le Feuvre, Jenny Anestoudis, Babylyn 
Mendiones, Vicente Litiatco Jr., Wendy Davidson, Leon Barnfield, Jan Baird, Jeanette 

Furness 
  

RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Virginia Nastor, Esmie Canute, Vincent Thomas Heufel, Betty Falzon, Adele Cook, 
Lidia Barias, Luciano Molina, Alejandrino Blanco, Michael Mariano, Mary de Vaz, 

Lilibeth Santos, Dante Laguitan, Antonia Lim Vargas, Edgardo Pena 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: 
Ester & Isidro Ferrer, Giacobe Nguyen Bac Nha, Benita Azores, Liling Santos, Nicolo 
Gabriel Ramirez, Gerarda Raguine, Ste Salazar, Elmer Santos, Kurt Heufel, Jun and 

Katrina Marcelo, Evelyn Gonsalvez, Manuel de Jesus, Hortense Gladys, Manuel 
Cabiles, Emmanuel Buhagiar, Joseph Sant, Teresa Vella, Marvyn Gabin, Julie 

3ÅÑÕÅÉÒÁȟ -ÁÎÕÅÌ ÄÅ 3ÏÕÚÁȟ -ÁÒÙ $ȭ-ÅÌÌÏȟ 4ÏÍ &ÌÏÏÄȟ (ÁÒÒÙ 'ÁÎÁÄÏȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÅ 2ÏÇÅÒÓȟ 
Carmelo Felica, Gajto Mallisa, Maxi and Pamela Gonsalvez 

 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

THIS WEEK IN SOCIAL JUSTICE DIARY: 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

2         Worshipping communities of St Clair, Erskine Park and parts of Kemps Creek 

 

Sun 8 Sept: LƴǘΩƭ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 5ŀȅΤ /ƘƛƭŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

Tue 10 Sept: World Suicide Prevention Day 

Thu 11 Sept: 2001, Ψ9/11Ω ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ b¸ ŀƴŘ 
Washington DC, killing nearly 3000 
people 

Sat 14 Sept: мфумΣ tƻǇŜ WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ LLΩǎ ŜƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ 
Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) 

Sun 15 Sept: LƴǘΩƭ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments 
of Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to 
members who are unable to participate because of illness or 
aging.  For more information and to arrange receiving the 
sacraments, contact Parish Office at 9670 8222 or 
admin@holyspiritstclair.com.au. 

[!{¢ ²99YΩ{ /h[[9/¢Lhb{ ϧ t[!bb95 DL±LbD twhDw!aa9 

If you are a new parishioner to Holy Spirit or an existing one and you would 

like to participate in the Planned Giving Program, forms are available for 

completion in the foyer of the Church.  Please complete your details and email 

it to accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au or hand it to any of our priests.  For 

your convenience we have the option of Direct Debit and/or Envelope 

contribution.  

FROM POPE FRANCIS: 

ά¢ƻ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛȊŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
necessary to open ourselves once 

again to the ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ 
without being afraid of what he asks 
ǳǎ ƻǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǳǎΦέ 

(The Church of Mercy) 

mailto:accounts@holyspiritstclair.com.au


We welcome 
into our faith community 

 
ESTER LUCIA KOOL 

(Daughter of James and Laurena) 
 

who will be baptised this Sunday 
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PARISH MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

Mon 9 September 
Bible Study, Demountable, 7.30pm 

PPC, Augustine Rm, 7.30pm 
 

Tue 10 September 
Mothers Prayer Group, Augustine Rm, 10am 

Music Practice - Peter Mercia, Church, 1.30pm 
SVDP, Mercy Room, 7pm 

Baptism Preparation, Pioneer Rm 7.30pm 
 

Wed 11 September 
Altar Servers Training, Church, 7.30pm 

BASIC GIFT, Mercy Room, 7.30pm 
 

Thu 12 September 
Bible Study (Pillar 1 & 2), Pioneers Rm, 7.30pm 

 

Fri 13 September 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ пΦолǇƳ 

 

Sat 14 September 
RCIA, Pioneers Rm, 4.30pm 

 
Sun 15 September 

Thanksgiving Mass ς First Reconciliation, Church 
9.30am 

Wedding Anniversary Mass, Church, 9.30am 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Augustinians                          3 

Under the  

Parents wishing to have 
their child baptized are 
asked to contact the 
Parish Office prior to 
attending a preparation 
evening.  Next Baptism 
Preparation Evening is on 
Tue 10 September, 
7.30pm, Pioneers Rm.  
Presenter is Joyce 
McMahon. 

REFLECTION 

THE SUNDAY FLOCK 

Historical Context ɀ Radical Poverty  
The earliest Christian communities were characterised by a 
redistribution of all wealth and possessions to ensure that the needs of 
every single member were met.  4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ 
teaching to give up possessions to embrace discipleship.  Modern 
religious life, grounded in the monastic traditions of the Middle Ages, 
embraces a radical poverty in order to free religious from societal notions 
of status and power so that they might more freely and openly serve 
others.  Lack of possessions and wealth brings a humility and openness 
ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ÏÆ ȬËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
*ÏÎÅÓÅÓȭȢ 
 

Scriptural Context ɀHonour and Shame 
The first example of counting the cost that Jesus relates is about a man 
building a house without the means to complete it suffering the fate of his 
neighbours making fun of him.  Whilst the thought of neighbours 
laughing at our mistake may not be too serious to us, it was a devastating 
thought in the 1st Century.  A social code of honour and shame dominated 
the world view at the time.  To be shamed by your actions or by the 
actions of others was humiliating and lowered social status.  Jesus 
frequently used the honour-shame code to make his point and challenge 
social expectations. 
 

Living the Gospel ɀ Give up my possessions? 
We live in an era of extraordinary wealth in some countries contrasted 
against extraordinary poverty and need in other countries.  
Accumulation of possessions has become a driving force in our society.  
Flat screen televisions, iPods, multiple computers, games consoles, 
ÐÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ $6$ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓȟ ÍÕÌÔÉÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÍÏÂÉÌÅ ÐÈÏÎÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ȬÍÕÓÔ-ÈÁÖÅȭ 
items.  The thought of surrendering such items may be almost impossible 
to consider.  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÏ ÕÓȢ  
How can some people in the world surround themselves with such 
ÌÕØÕÒÉÅÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÅÁÔȩ  Does the love of 
ȬÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȭ ÂÌÉÎÄ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ needs of others? 
 

Questions for Adults  
7ÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÂÙ Ȭ!ÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÈÉÓ ÃÒÏÓÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÅȭȩ  What is the connection between the examples of 
counting the cost and the call to give up possessions?  What possession 
would you find hardest to give up?  Why?  Under what circumstances do 
you think possessions cease to be important?  How can we reconcile the 
wealth of affluent societies with the poverty and need in other countries? 

 
 

© Greg Sunter.  Creative Ministry Resources, Ltd.. 

BAPTISMS 



CHILD PROTECTION SUNDAY 

The Holy Spirit Parish and the Diocese of Parramatta are 
committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of 
children, young people and vulnerable people in our 
community.  May our message be that child protection 
and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of 
every adult. 
You Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
area at: www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention 
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

&2 $!6%ȭ3 υπTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF 

ORDINATION TO THE 
PRIESTHOOD 

Sun 15 Sept, 9.30am Mass 

Holy Spirit Parish  

Please bring a plate of food to 

share after Mass. 

Marian Fiesta  
 

DINNER AND RAFFLE TICKETS ARE ON SALE 
AFTER MASS 

 

Dinner Tickets: 
Adults $5; children under 10 yrs old $3 

 

Raffle Tickets: $5 for 3 or $2 each 
First Prize: $500     Second Prize: $300     

Third Prize: $200 
 

15 SEPTEMBER 2019, 9.30AM MASS 
Wedding Anniversary Mass  

 
 
 
 

Couples celebrating their Wedding Anniversary in the month 
of September are most welcome to join us. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR POOR 

CHILDREN IN SRI LANKA 

The Social Justice Commission is launching the 
annual appeal to provide Christmas gifts to some 
of the most disadvantaged children of Sri Lanka. 
 Each child receives a gift pack without 
discrimination of religion or ethnic background  
 There is an urgent need for NEW: 
1. T-Shirts (sizes S&M) 
2. Socks (white) 
3. Caps 
4. Large combes for girls 
5. School Items 
6. Toiletries (soap, toothpaste, and toothbrush)  
 Your gift to any one of these children will bring 
them inexpressible joy this Christmas.   
 Your gifts will need to be placed in the box 
in the foyer next weekend, 14 th  and 15 th 
September 2019 . 
 For more info contact Lorensz 0426 399 502 

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 

The National Centre for Pastoral Research has just 
published Listen to what the Spirit is saying, the final 
report of the Listening and Dialogue stage of the Plenary 
Council. The report captures the voices of the more 
than 222,000 people who shared their submissions, 
questions and stories of faith during the 10-month 
process. Access the report 
at: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/rep
orts 

http://www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/reports
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/reports



